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Editorial

Fáilte!

W

e’ve quite the exclusive
in this issue of Caravan
Cruise Ireland magazine
- a first drive of a
motorhome built on the all-new Fiat
Ducato. When you consider two out
of every three motorhomes built in
Europe is on a Ducato chassis, you
realise the significance to motorhome
builders of this vehicle. Does it stack
up against its worthy predecessor? We
sent Managing Editor Jarlath Sweeney
and his family off to Italy for a week
in a Laika Ecovip 309 built on the new
Ducato to find out.
With summer in full swing, it’s good to
see that the camping and caravanning
sector is on the up. Undoubtedly the
reasonably decent summers of the past
two years have helped, but the message
does seem to be getting out there that
this is an affordable and truly enjoyable
way to vacation.
We’ve a pretty broad scope of topics
covered in this issue of Caravan Cruise,
some light reading, as well as other
more technical stuff. One interesting
feature (at least for me) was on the issues
associated with moving large mobile
homes from factory or dealer to holiday
home location. It’s a complex area, as
Paul White found out.

Another topical item is about changes to
satellite coverage that have taken place
this year, as anyone who may have tried
to tune in to their favourite channels
when in Europe may have found out.
Terry Owen gives the lowdown on what
it all means.
The Wild Atlantic Way is up and running,
and already attracting a great deal of
tourist interest. Gerry Murphy reports
on the first in a series of articles on the
trail, starting his journey in Cork and
Kerry. Speaking of the Wild Atlantic Way, I
drove part of the route from Galway into
Connemara recently, and while it’s great
to see plenty of new signs marking out
the way, what struck me was how few
places there were to pull in and park
to take in the sights. Granted, I had a
caravan on tow, but even in a car, there
are precious few viewing spots - at least
on that part of the route. Something for
County Councils and Fáilte Ireland to
consider.
Reviews in this issue
include the Bailey
Unicorn Cadiz
caravan,
and Hymer
B698
A-Class

motorhome, while the Opel Insignia
Country Tourer is put through its tow
car paces. With manufacturers starting
to launch their new models for the 2015
season, we take a look at what the Swift
Group will be offering. That company
introduced a new construction method
in the past year, and it’s interesting to
take note how space age technology is
starting to creep into this very traditional
form of manufacturing - witness our
news story about a carbon fibre caravan
on page 10.
In another busy issue, our popular
Mobile Diner section is back, plus we
put awnings and barbecues to the
test. We’ve visited sites in Donegal and
Galway, and if you’re thinking of going
overseas, our contributors have reports
from Italy, France, Switzerland, The
Netherlands, Germany, and the UK. As
Jarlath notes in his report from Italy, you
might be guaranteed better weather
abroad, but the cost of staying in sites in
Europe in high season can quickly make
it an expensive holiday.
Which makes one appreciate what we
have to offer here in Ireland all the
more. Make sure to get out and visit
a few of our wonderful campsites
and locations before the summer
is out.
Cathal Doyle
Editor

Doolin, County Clare
www.caravancruise.ie
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NEWS 1

30% increase in Camping stays in 2013

F

igures published by the
Central Statistics Office
(CSO) show that caravan and
camping in Ireland is back in vogue
and growing in popularity among
Irish people.
The CSO’s latest Household Travel
Survey shows a significant growth
in the camping and caravanning
sector with the number of nights
generated by domestic tourism up
by 30% from 2012. This represents
a welcome return to growth for
the sector following a number of
challenging years according to the
Irish Caravan and Camping Council (ICC).

parks last year stayed for between
1-7 nights, visiting 2-3 Parks during
their trip.
Some of the most popular reasons
for choosing a caravan and camping
holiday were the family orientated
nature of the holiday (26%), to get
the outdoor experience (23%), the
freedom to come and go as you
choose (21%) and value for money
(17%).

“Sixty seven per cent of caravan and
campsite operators reported increased
visitor levels with all citing the fine weather
experienced in 2013 as a driving factor,”
said Con Quill, Chairperson of the Irish
Caravan and Camping Council.

in Ireland with the majority of people who
camped in Ireland with us in 2013 (61%)
trying it out for the first time. Last year
especially, we experienced an uptake of
families arriving with their car and tent
(58%) and a significant percentage (30%)
camping on the recommendation of
friends or family,” said Quill.

“More and more Irish people are discovering
the benefits of caravanning and camping

According to the ICC, the majority of those
who holidayed at caravan and camping

“We’re experiencing a lot of repeat
business this year, especially from
families and our long-term seasoned
camping couples. Camping is ideal for
bigger families as it’s so much easier than
packing a typical Irish family abroad,”
said Quill.
The wide selection of amenities available,
the beautiful locations and surroundings
of the parks, the friendliness of the staff
and the well-maintained facilities were
also quoted as enticing reasons to go
camping.

New Domestic Campaign Launches for Wild Atlantic Way
Figures indicate tourism in coastal counties worth up to €2bn

A

campaign targeting Irish
holidaymakers and encouraging
them to get out and discover the
wonders of the Wild Atlantic Way has
been launched by Fáilte Ireland. The
campaign includes a 60 second ad
broadcast on cinema screens across the
country as well as print and broadcast
advertising and a new social media
campaign.
Speaking about the new campaign, Fiona
Monaghan Head of the Wild Atlantic
Way with Fáilte Ireland said, “The Wild
Atlantic Way is one of our most ambitious
tourism projects ever. Over the last 18
months much focus has been placed on
showcasing the route to potential visitors
overseas and now we need to ensure
that Irish people who are considering
holidaying at home over the summer
months are fully aware of everything that
the touring route has to offer.”
Fáilte Ireland recently allocated €3.2m of
funding for a programme of improvement
works for 133 Discovery Points and 22
embarkation points which have been
identified along the 2,400km Wild Atlantic
Way route. The Discovery Points which

have been identified for upgrade are
essential to the success of the project
and represent locations where the visitor
can stop off, get out and explore, find out
about some unique stories relating to the
natural heritage of the area as well as the
culture and social history associated with
the location.
Separately a conference titled 'Our Ocean
Wealth' that took place in Dublin Castle
indicated that tourism in coastal counties
could be worth up to €2bn to the economy
with associated employment sustained
locally in hospitality and tourism services
probably in the region of 80,000 jobs,
According to Fáilte Ireland CEO Shaun
Quinn,“The current dividend from tourism
in marine areas is significant but it’s also
an area of considerable potential for
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further growth. And, here, I mean the
possibility of real cumulative growth
- from overseas markets with much
needed increases in foreign earnings
rather than simply moving leisure euros
from Rathfarnham to Rathmullan or from
Wicklow to Westport.”
Mr Quinn added that Ireland’s coastal
regions had exactly the characteristics and
assets which appealed to those market
segments which had the most potential
for growth. "Our Natural Heritage, whether
landscapes or seascapes, can offer many
of the experiences sought by those
discerning target market segments most
likely to want a holiday in Ireland. That is
where future growth lies but packaging
and presenting our offering in a cluttered
and noisy marketplace and standing out
isn’t easy."

NEWS 2

WILK caravan brand to close

K

naus Tabbert GmbH, the leading
German manufacturer of
recreational vehicles in Europe
headquartered in Jandelsbrunn in
Lower Bavaria, has announced that
after more than 60 years of production,
the WILK caravan brand will be closed
this summer.
"We’ve made this decision as difficult as
possible for us, and we had countless and
highly emotional discussions about the
pros and cons", said Wolfgang Speck,
chairman of the Knaus Tabbert GmbH
management. “In the end the decisive
fact was that existing resources and

Knaus Tabbert has confirmed that
existing WILK customers will still be
supplied with spare parts through
their respective WILK trading partner
or through the trade network of the
Knaus Tabbert group.

competences can be invested more
efficiently and reasonably in the
other growing brands of the Knaus
Tabbert group (KNAUS, TABBERT, T@B,
WEINSBERG). Nothing will change with
respect to service and warranty", he
added.

Knaus Tabbert GmbH reached a turnover
of Euro 274 million during the 2013
business year with its core brands KNAUS,
TABBERT, T@B and WEINSBERG. The
company has approximately 1,200
employees and produced about 12,100
caravans, motorhomes, and campervans
last year.

LMC and TEC Caravans Recalls
LMC and TEC Caravans is recalling
a certain number of motorhomes
due to an issue with the alcove bed
collapsing onto the driver.

If you are the owner of an LMC or TEC
motorhome built between February
2010 and December 2011 and have
VINs in the range - ZFA25000001891763
to ZFA25000002026696 you should
contact your dealer to arrange to have
the recall work carried out.

The issue relates to screw fastenings
that can shear causing the bed to
fall. It affects seven LMC and TEC
motorhome models.

RoomBox turns any car into a camper
So, you want to go camping but all you have is a small city car or supermini?

N

12 van model). It weights
only 29 kg for the car model
and 41 kg for the van model.
To facilitate the handling
and transportation of the
module from the house into
the car (or vice versa), it
is equipped with handles
and integrated wheels. So
you can even bring it with
you when flying away on
holidays and convert your
rental car into a camper.

o problem! A Swiss
company has come
up with a clever
solution that can turn any car
into a camper for sleeping,
cooking and eating.
Described as a Camper-car
in a Suitcase, swissRoomBox
says it’s “An incredible fusion
between the simplicity of a
suitcase, the ingenuity of a
Swiss Army knife and the
essential of a motorhome
functionalities.”
The new RoomBox freeTech
uses an intelligent modular
system that in 5 minutes, turns a car into
a camper. The main base of the RoomBox
freeTech is placed in the boot of the car
and the front of the bed is supported
by an attachment suspension system.
The lateral stability of the bed and the
tables is ensured by an adjustment
system that adapts to the width of the
vehicle interior.

Installing the module in the car takes less
than a minute. Installation of the tables
to cook or eat for 2 or 4 people takes
about 2 minutes. For the assembly of
the bed, it takes 5 minutes to install the
double bed.

Prices range from €1,645
to €2,220 excluding VAT.
The RoomBox freeTech is
designed to fit in most cars and minivans
currently on the market. Check out
http://www.swissroombox.com for all
the details.

When the RoomBox freeTech is stored
it has a length of 100 cm, a width of 49
cm and a thickness of 12 cm (120 / 49 /
www.caravancruise.ie
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Lunar returns to European market

S

ince its return to
manufacturing camper
van conversions last
year, Lunar, the Preston based
manufacturer best known for
its lightweight caravan products
has achieved considerable
success winning a number of
industry awards with its new
products. The company has
now decided to target its motorhome
products into the European market
and will be exhibiting at the prestigious
Caravan Salon in Dusseldorf, Germany
later this year.
To be marketed under its European brand
Cristall, Lunar will display the MercedesBenz based ‘Landstar’ range of two-berth

‘Best in Class’ at The Caravan
Club’s awards, will be revealed
under its new shortened name
the ‘Lunar Camper Car’. Based on
a Nissan NV200, the Lunar Camper
Car is 2-plus-2 berth campervan
which can also be used as a fuel
efficient and easy to manoeuvre
everyday family car.
van conversions which were awarded
‘Best in Class’ and ‘Overall Winner’ in the
motor caravan of the year category at The
Caravan Club Design and Drive Awards.
Lunar will be unveiling new layouts for
the Landstar developed specifically for
the European market.
Lunar’s micro-camper, which also won

Lunar CEO and Chairman, Brian Mellor
explained; “Back in 1990’s under the
European brand ‘Cristall’, Lunar motorhome
products enjoyed significant success
in Europe. We’ve undertaken in depth
research into the market and are confident
our Camper Car and Landstar ranges will
be well received.”

New affordable camper from Wellhouse Leisure

F

or those looking for a vehicle at
the more affordable end of the
market, Wellhouse Leisure, the
highly respected Huddersfield based
manufacturer of compact motorhomes
has launched a new camper based on
used Toyota Alphard MPVs imported
from Japan, and converted to the same
standard, style and specification as its
new campervan models. All the Alphard
base vehicles are around 10 years old
with full service history and below
average mileages (usually between 5070,000 miles), fully serviced and sold with
a three year AA 5 Star warranty. All have
automatic transmissions and a choice
of two petrol engines – a four-cylinder,
2.4-litre or a 3.0-litre V6. All-wheel drive
models are also available.

of Wellhouse Leisure.

“The Alphard is a really luxurious basevehicle and like a Lexus in terms of quality
and specification. It feels like a car to drive
and is surprisingly economical, so we
would encourage everyone to test drive
one to see for themselves how good it
is,” said David Elliott, Managing Director

The Wellhouse Apphard comes well
specified with an elevating roof, ‘rock
and roll’ double bed, Webasto heater,
kitchen with sink, two burner hob
and top-loading compressor fridge, a
portable toilet, fresh and waste water
tanks, LED lighting, 240v mains hookup, leisure battery and gas bottle, plus
swivelling front seats. Options available
include a bike rack, side awning, solar
panel and towbar, plus a bunk for the
elevating roof to make it a three-berth.
On the road prices for the Wellhouse
Alphard start in the UK from £20,000 to
£24,000 depending on age and mileage.

Renault to focus on leisure sector

I

nteresting developments at
Renault Commercial Vehicles
with a renewed focus on the
campervan and motorhome market.
This has come about with the arrival
of the all-new Trafic van and engine
upgrades to the Master range.
Renault, EU market leaders in LCV
sales, is working with five campervan/
motorhome builders to offer a broad
range of mobile leisure applications.
On exhibit at the press drives of the
new Trafic/Master in Denmark were three
examples of its collaboration with Font
Vendome, the French specialist that is
now owned by Westfalia and Slovenian
builder, Adria.
Pictured left is the 4-berth Trafic ‘Auto

unit is the new twin-turbo 2.3 litre 165hp
dCi. Autoboxes can be specified also.
To the right is another Font Vendome
van conversion, this time based on the
updated Master, and powered by the 2.3
litre 125hp dCi. All engines meet the more
stringent Euro 5b+ regulations.

Camp’ van conversion with pop-up roof
and powered by Renault’s impressive new
1.6 litre dCi Energy 140hp twin-turbo diesel.
In the centre is the Master Matrix Supreme
M687 SBC 4-berth motorhome with centre
island bed and separate shower/toilet
and wash basin units. Propelling this
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In order to compete with Fiat Professional,
the runaway market leaders in the
campervan/motorhome business, Renault
LCV is working with its Pan-European
dealer network to provide sales and
aftersales back-up of these customised
vehicles. If required, AL-Ko chassis frames
can be specified for the heavier application
builds such as integral models. More details
will be revealed at the forthcoming Caravan
Salon at Düsseldorf next month.

NEWS 4

Going Abroad? – There’s an App for that

T

o increase awareness of
different driving codes in
different Member States,
the European Commission has
launched a free to download
mobile app, called ‘Going
Abroad’. The app provides
valuable information about
the road traffic regulations as
they apply across the Union.
The Commission’s thinking is
that by providing more accurate
information, tourists and those
travelling for business, will be
better informed and so safer on the
roads.
The Going Abroad app is not just for car
drivers and motorcyclists; it has useful
information for cyclists as well. Importantly
it also details some specific country

in Austria, seat belt regulations in
Denmark or if you need to carry
replacement bulbs in Slovenia
- then this is the app for you.
The Going Abroad app is well
designed, easy to use and includes
a number of playtime games and
quizzes which should pass a few
kilometres on journey. The app can
be downloaded via the Windows
Phone Store, Google Play, or
Apple’s App Store.

by country requirements regarding
additional equipment that might be
needed. Examples would include the
need for a first aid kit, warning triangles
and cycle helmets.
So if you want to know the speed limit

However we would mention a
word of caution. While the information
provided is as up to date and as accurate
as possible the driving regulations in all
countries are constantly being changed
and amended. So it would be wise to treat
the information as a guideline rather than
an absolute interpretation of the law.

Caravan construction goes space-age

T

here’s been lots
of developments
in recent years in
caravan construction,
with the likes of Bailey,
Elddis and Swift all
introducing innovative new
manufacturing methods.
An American company however is
looking to redefine the entire way we
look at caravan construction. Global
Caravan Technologies from Indiana has
revealed an all-carbon fibre caravan, the
CR-1 Carbon. The company says the ultra
light weight material offers significant
benefits included structural strengths
and reduced fuel consumption for the
towing car.

through master bath with
custom features and flushbody design for enhanced
towing, better clearance and
manoeuvrability.

Features of the CR-1 Carbon include an
all-carbon fibre construction for massive
weight reduction and strength gain, while
bonded structure provides moisture
block and longer product lifespan. The
vehicle is very highly specified with
custom luxury automotive designed
exterior lighting, high-design interior
fusing leather and carbon fibre styling,
a large rear entertainment/lounge area
that doubles as a workstation, a walk-

"We approached the
development of the CRseries with an absolute
premium on interior space," explained
GCT’s CEO and chief product architect
Charles Hoefer. "We have really pushed
the envelope in taking a new design to
market, which features a modern exterior,
yet brilliantly spacious interior."
The company also plans to launch a fifth
wheel model, along with plans to begin
motorhome development in 2015.

Keeping your caravan secure this summer

L

ock specialist Yale has warned
caravanners to be vigilant during
the summer months, noting that
May to August are the peak months for
caravan burglaries.
The company has published a series of
tips designed to help caravan owners
ensure they don’t become victims of
burglars this summer.

Tips include not leaving valuables lying
around inside the caravan, fitting standalone alarms with a remote key fob so you
can easily arm and disarm your system

from a distance, and to display a visible
sticker in your caravan or motorhome
window to say that one is fitted.
The company recommends
portable travel safes for
storing valuables such
as passports, spending
money, mobile phones
or expensive jewellery,
while if you are travelling
with bikes or outdoor
equipment, keep them
secure by investing in a
sturdy bike lock.

Yale add that not only does a secure
caravan give you peace of mind, it can also
save you money on your insurance
premium. When looking for
caravan insurance, shop around,
as many companies will offer
discounts for security measures
such as intruder alarms, hitch
locks and wheel clamps, as well
as for using insurance approved
security products.

www.caravancruise.ie
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First Drive
in the new

Fiat Ducato Laika Ecovip 309

C

ome to Italy, tour the beautiful
countryside, see the historic
architecture and taste delicious
and delicately prepared food
and fine wines. All in glorious sunshine.
And what better way than in a new
Fiat Ducato campervan from one of its
approved coachwork partners Laika,
which is also Italian. Fiat Professional, the
leaders in the world of campervans and
motorhomes recently presented Caravan
Cruise with a World exclusive in becoming
the first publication to test the new Laika
Ecovip 309 fitted to the latest and sixth
generation Fiat Ducato.
Although launched at Caravan Salon,
Dusseldorf event last year, the Laika Ecovip
blends in nicely with the new frontal
design of the new Ducato, with a slight
modification made to the front bumper
section compared to the van type produced
alongside at the Sevel factory near Pescara
in Italy. The new face of the Ducato certainly
created a stir at the various campsites visited
during our tour. Added to the curiosity is
that it was not badged Fiat but with Laika
branding.
Since 2006, Fiat Professional has designed
a motorhome platform in collaboration
with all of the top European coachbuilders

in this specialist sector. No fewer than 5
wheelbases, 6 different chassis lengths and 4
drivetrains are offered. In total, by combining
bodies, capacities and engines, a record
number of 600 specific motorhome versions
can be achieved. Such is the dominance
of Fiat Professional in the mobile leisure
industry that three motorhomes out of
four sold in Europe are created on a Ducato
base. Ducato’s motorhome range extends
further with the new model. Among the
new technologies developed for the panel
van and chassis/cab range that benefits the
motorhomes include composite materials
used in the rear suspension to reduce the
tare weight; total payload up to 4.4 tonnes;
16” wheels are now available with newly
designed alloys; the front suspension has
been reinforced to cater for the higher gross
weight; inclusion of AL-KO AMC chassis
(which is lighter and longer for integral
conversions). On the AL-KO AMC chassis,
Electronic Stability Programme (ESP) and
Tyre Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS)
are available. Fiat Professional’s design
team led by Alessandro Silva also focused
on increasing comfort levels at the wheel
and for passengers on board. Building
on the model’s strengths such as ‘car-like’
driving style, good all round visibility, as
well as a better driver comfort with newly
designed ‘captain chairs’ plus improvements
to the suspension,
brakes and ComfortMatic automated
transmission.
To date, over 500,000
motorhome owners
travel on a Fiat
Ducato drivetrain
and mentioning
drivetrain, on this
Laika Ecovip 309,
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Fiat’s 2.3 litre 150hp is well balanced for this
unit that weighs just under 3.3 tonnes as it
produces maximum torque levels of 350Nm
at only 1500 rpm. Mated to the MultiJet II
diesel is a 6-speed manual gearbox. Other
engine options include a 130hp version of
the 2.3 litre and if more power is required,
especially for the A-class integral models,
the 3.0 litre 180hp has 400Nm on tap.
Measuring 7 metres in length, the Ecovip
309 body fits snugly onto the Ducato
chassis. On the LHD model, the main
entrance door is on the right. Overhead is
the drop-down bed that’s electronically
controlled with two single fixed beds to the
rear with the washroom/toilet/shower on
the near side with the 3 ring hob and fridge
opposite. Under the beds, large storage
compartments are placed with a sliding
door into the large garage, big enough to
house a motorbike and lots of other gear.
Dometic equipment is used throughout
e.g., fridge, cooker, air-con systems.
While there were many aspects of the
Ecovip 309 that we liked, some elements
we did not! Which begs the question,
do campervan manufacturers undertake
test trials with actual regular users before
bringing to market? For example, the dropdown bed is placed too far back towards
the middle of the van as it seriously hinders
movement when lowered and the children
put to bed. Access to the washroom is
difficult too while in this position. The only
comfortable seating position is the two
front (swivelling) seats but from there, any
TV viewing is pretty much non existent.
The repositioning of this double bunk from
the front of the cabin, over the driver’s
head, similar to our Ford Transit Dethleffs
could mainly be down to aerodynamics.
By not having the bulky protrusion over
the cab leads to a sleeker overall design
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and less wind drag, thereby reducing fuel
consumption.
On the subject of the fixed bed, the ladder
does not reach the ground, thereby putting
a strain on the holding hooks. For occupant
protection while up there, a safety net with
seat-belt type attachment is at the front
end while a curtain with studs attached to
the lower beam is used on the other side.
As the curtain rail was held on delicately
with tiny screws, it did not last long fixed in
that manner. A similar arrangement as per
the front would work here and the fact it’s
transparent adds to its safety. Even though
there is absolutely nothing wrong with the
fridge it does open too far (about 220o) so
a stay hook to stop it going beyond 90o
would save the door hinges.
Under the drop-down double bed is the
dining table which like the two front seats
swivels around allows more access to the
rear side bench seat fitted. Up to 8 people
can be accommodated here with a squeeze.
Storage space is generous all round with
pressure hinges securing contents within.
Position of EV plugs are on the right side
panel near the door with another over the
sink, which is not ideal. Liked the walk-in
shower unit with circular glazed door. When
not in use a hanger bar allows the drying
of clothes. Also thought that the toilet roll
holder inside the cupboard door under sink
was clever. Lighting is very effective. To the
rear the two single bunks can be joined up
with the cushions provided. We missed the
u-shaped double lounge and table placed
here on our Dethleffs Fortero, especially for
the children and also for the adults when
the youngsters are gone to bed.
After covering around 900 kilometres
touring Italy from Turin to Pisa to Florence to
Pescara we got to know and appreciate the
series of modifications made to the latest
edition Ducato. Seating position for the
driver and front seat passenger is excellent,
thanks to the newly designed seats. Hear
that Italian company Politecnica played a
role here, a brand familiar to bus operators
Text & Photos: Jarlath Sweeney - jarlath@fleet.ie

in Ireland and the UK for their fine work.
All switchgear is to hand with the stalk
controlled wipers, different than before to
when a rotary system was used. Ventilation
from the air-conditioning was excellent and
much needed as temperatures on the road
touched on 40o at times. Deep pockets
on the doors were appreciated too as was
the newly fitted double drinks holder and
phone slot. A USB port and AUX-in slot is
also placed here. Above the glovebox, which
is large enough to house a 15” laptop is a
refrigerated drinks cubby. A Clarion Sat-Nav/
Radio/CD player was fitted instead of the
Fiat factory type but as it was the touch
screen variety, changing or finding radio
stations was difficult. Here, the fitting of
audio controls on the steering wheel is a
better and safer option.
Visibility was good but could be better
from the driver’s mirror if the thick rubber
rim on the quarter light was eliminated.
Hear that Fiat Pro is looking at a solution to
this matter. For a new unit hitting the road
for the first time, there were no rattles or
shakes from the internal fittings. With only
4 kilometres on the clock before the maiden
voyage, the Ducato 2.3 150hp never missed
a beat, moving well and when acceleration
was needed in overtaking the numerous
trucks on the motorways, enough power
was there.
Thankfully, the kilometres covered were
undertaken safety and without the need
to try out the reinforced disc brakes or the
need of the front or side airbags installed.
Steering feel was excellent and when
possible, cruise control was used.
What we really liked about the Laika Ecovip
309 was its compactness on the outside
and spaciousness inside. There were no
complaints either from the family in the
sleeping department.
Laika campervans and motorhomes are
distributed in Ireland by Ballybrittas Motors
Ltd.
www.caravancruise.ie
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Westport Festival
of Music & Food –
Louder & Tastier!

Bryan Adams:
The Canadian superstar banged out his top hits for the
packed audience to enjoy as the curtains closed on the
Westport Music & Food Festival.

N

ow in its third year, the Westport Festival of Music &
Food is now firmly established in the busy calendar
of outdoor music festivals. What the Mayo coastal
town brings to the table of the interested punter is
that music is only one aspect of the successful weekend event.
Delicious food served generously in the beautiful backdrop
of Westport House together with plenty of activities to keep
children interested and entertained completed the two-day
extravaganza. Blessed with brilliant sunshine, the fans came in
big numbers with over 15,000 attending over the two days.
For the 2014 event, which according to the promoters was ‘make
or break’, it was the most successful to date, so much so that the
caravan park was full to capacity by Saturday lunchtime and
extra acres were allocated for tent pitching. Even the hallowed
Pitch ‘n’ Putt course was used up.
In fairness, the broad line-up of musical artists did pretty much
cater for all tastes with headline acts such as Sophie Ellis Bextor,

The Caravan Park was packed
to capacity.
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Bryan Adams, Kool & the Gang, David Gray, Sinéad O’Connor, 2
Cellos, Bell X1, Paddy Casey and former Westlife star Shane Filan.
For those into alternative music, Red Bull had a separate stage
with hosts of DJs spinning the discs while those into comedy
were treated to the best of Irish talent.
The RTE Radio 1 off-tent was a welcome addition with music
and banter provided from familiar names behind the mikes like
John Creedon, Kathryn Thomas, Aonghus McAnally and Cathal
Murray. Miriam O’Callaghan broadcasted her regular Sunday
morning show from the library in Westport House. Satirist Oliver
Callan raised some laughs also in the RTE Radio 1 tent, having a
go at leading politicians as usual. Celebrity chefs Rachel Allen,
Clodagh McKenna, Darina Allen, Derry Clarke, Nevin Maguire
plus locally renowned gastronomic gurus Seamus Commons and
Frankie Mallon produced mouth-watering dishes using locally
produced, seasonal ingredients from Mayo and the surrounding
areas in The Chef’s Kitchen.
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Divine Comedy:
Neil Hannon and his band the Divine Comedy entertained his loyal following
in the tent in his unique style. Born in Derry, Neil was raised in Enniskillen
and has enjoyed critical acclaim for 21 years.

Tinariwen:
Afr ican music Tinariwen style brought down the pace of the festival to the
more relaxing feel. This Grammy Award winning group of Tuareg musicians
from Northern Mali were formed in 1979.

Kool & the Gang:
From Rosanna, Cherish the Love, Ladies Night and Get down on it, everyone
rocked and bobbed along to the legendary American stars of the ‘80s.

David Gray:
From Sale, England, David got a fantastic reaction from his many Irish
fans.

Artist Barry Jazz Finnegan

Food Garden

RTE Radio 1

Text & Photos: Jarlath Sweeney - jarlath@fleet.ie

Westport House Stand
www.caravancruise.ie
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MOTORHOMING 1

New Fiat Ducato
Reborn to be a Motorhome!

K

eep an eye out for the next motorhome you see. Then
the next one. On the laws of average, at least one of
the two is likely to be built on a Fiat Ducato chassis.

Incredibly more than three motorhomes out of four sold in Europe
are created on a Ducato base, with more than 500,000 vehicles
proudly bearing Fiat underpinnings.
Such dominance in a field where most of the main van
manufacturers will tell you they support the motorhome sector
is hugely impressive, but it hasn’t just happened by accident.
Particularly since the arrival of the most recent Ducato in 2006,
Fiat Professional has worked exceedingly hard to ensure its van
is the automatic choice of motorhome constructers - and end
users - the world over.
It has achieved this through a number of approaches and initiatives,
ranging from the design stage where it worked in partnership with
leading European manufacturers, to offering special characteristics
and specifications specifically for motorhomes, and on to aftermarket information and services for owners such as the ‘Fiat Ducato
Camper Mobile’ application, the www.fiatcamper.com site, and a
special freephone number to a Europe wide service.
The specific “motorhome base” range is the most comprehensive
of any manufacturer, with no fewer than 5 wheelbases, 6 different
chassis lengths and 4 engines. In fact by combining bodies,
capacities and engines, 600 specific motorhome versions can
be achieved.
Now there’s a new Ducato on sale, the sixth generation of the
model that first saw light of day back in 1981. Since then some 2.6
million units of Ducato have been sold, and today it’s marketed in
over 80 countries worldwide. A pretty solid foundation on which
to launch a new model.
So what’s new? Well first of all there’s a new face, a derivative
perhaps of the still fresh looking outgoing model, but with
significant changes nonetheless. New headlights come with
integrated DRLs, and are available with LED technology. There are
new 16” light alloy wheels, while features include the possibility to
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customise the appearance of the vehicle such as the option of two
different colours for the front grille, or the addition of a skid-plate
that enhances the lower part of the bumper, Fiat says the bonnet
design and the adoption of features such as the headlights in a
high position and the protective bumper divided into 4 sections
reduce repair and maintenance costs while improving engine
compartment accessibility.
Safety wise, Electronic Stability Control (ESC) complete with roll
containment system, adaptive load and centre of gravity detection
system (LAC) and Hill Holder is standard across the Ducato range,
while further driving assistance programmes such as Traction+
with Hill Descent Control and Lane Departure Warning System
with Traffic Sign Recognition can be specified.
The inside also gets a makeover, with three interior trims – Classic,
Techno and Lounge offered. Some new features such as the
Multifunction Support available in the middle of all dashboards

MOTORHOMING 1

that securely mounts devices such as smartphones, tablets and
pads of paper might have been primarily aimed at van drivers on
busy schedules, but will be equally welcomed by motor-homers.
Options such as ‘captain chairs’ have been developed with
specialists in the motorhome sector, all part of the objective, says
Fiat, of increasing comfort at the wheel and on board. All radios
come complete with Bluetooth technology and MP3 player, while
Fiat’s Uconnect system with 5” colour touchscreen, reversing
camera, built-in navigation and digital radio (DAB) playback is
optionally available.
Specific features designed with the motorhome industry in mind
include structural reinforcements for open cabs, and a specific
reduced-weight chassis for motorhomes featuring high stiffness
and optimal connections to the living unit and tanks. There’s a
wider rear track allowing greater stability as well as more space
inside. A new rear suspension in composite material reduces the
tare weight, while there are new front springs and reinforced
front suspension that allow for a total payload up to 4.4 tonnes
on the Ducato ‘motorhome base’ Maxi versions (class-leading for
a van on single wheels). Another useful feature is a pre-prepared
electrical connection that optimises the integration of the wiring
between vehicle and outfit.
While Fiat will continue to offer its own chassis, it has recognised
that many motorhome builders prefer to use the specialist AL-KO
chassis with its lower floor and weight saving advantages. To that
end Fiat has introduced in its Sevel factory another interface variant
specifically for the installation of the AL-KO chassis. ESC and TPMS
is available on all AL-KO AMC chassis versions.
From the owner’s perspective, MultiJet II diesel engines with
horsepower from 115bhp to 180bhp promise to be the most

Text: Cathal Doyle - cathal@fleet.ie

economical to date, offering fuel consumption figures as low as
5.8 l/100 km (48.7MPG) and emissions of 153 g/km of CO2, while
there’s also the option of a Comfort-Matic manual automatic
gearbox. Driving the Ducato (in box van form) at its launch in Italy
recently, we found it very quiet and civilised on the move, with
excellent handling characteristics, although if you haven’t used
one before, the Comfort-Matix gearbox, with its rather slow and
slightly lurchy gear change takes a little getting used to. But with
good visibility and a very comfortable driving position, the new
Ducato’s cabin is a place that you could happily spend extended
time in on those long journeys to your holiday destination.
As mentioned earlier, Fiat Professional is equally as focussed on
providing an aftermarket service to customers, and it will continue
to offer and develop its information and service solutions to take
care of every aspect of the motorhome holiday. Its customer
service dedicated to motorhomes is active throughout Europe,
with operators speaking 15 different languages, and offers a range
of services ranging from simple information to complete roadside
assistance available in 51 countries, 24/7.
The www.fiatcamper.com site gets more than 35,000 visitors
a month, while the ‘Fiat Ducato Camper Mobile’ application,
available in various languages, can be downloaded for free on
Android and IOS smartphones. Should you be unfortunate to
break down, Fiat points out that there are more than 6,500 Fiat
Professional service centres, of which more than 1,800 workshops
have additional specific structures for motorhomes.
All of which Fiat says adds up to “Travel with complete confidence”,
its new slogan for its Ducato motorhome product. Certainly as
far as van manufacturers go, Fiat Professional continues to be the
benchmark in the motorhome world for the rest to aspire to.
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Experience your home from home in Spiddal

Spiddal Mobile
Home Park /
Spiddal
Caravan &
Camping Park

Address: Bríd & Pádraic Cooney
River Road
An Spidéal
County Galway
Tel: +353 (0)91 553372
Fax: +353 (0)91 553976
Email: paircsaoire@gmail.com
www: www.spiddalmobilehomes.com
How to find:
From Galway City take the R336 road
to An Spidéal village. Turn right in
the centre of the village and drive for
approximately one mile.
Number of Pitches:
63 mobile home pitches,
20 caravan and motorhome
pitches

Y

ou’re unlikely to stumble across
Spiddal Mobile Home and Caravan
& Camping Park by accident.
Nestling into the countryside
about a mile from the picturesque County
Galway village on a quiet twisty back road,
it’s pretty much invisible except from the
air, just a walled entrance with two stones
bearing the legend Fáilte Páirc Saoire An
Spidéil pointing out the location of this
tranquil spot.
Indeed if location is key, then Spiddal Mobile
Home Park can truly claim to offer the best
of both maritime and country attractions.
It’s an easy walk (albeit some care is needed
on the narrow road) into Spiddal which is
well set up to cater for the tourist trade with
many shops, pubs and restaurants as well as
the excellent beach. Yet if you just want to
get away from it all you can chill out on site
oblivious to the outside world.
Take a stroll around the site and it’s quickly
apparent that many hours of hard work have
gone into the development of this facility.
Look outside the grounds, and you’ll see this
is unforgiving terrain typical of Connemara,
lots of rocks and rough ground that would
challenge the bravest digger driver to convert
into useable land. On-site though it’s a
different story, twisty lanes revealing mobile
homes nestling in quiet gardens, lots of
hedges and trees providing excellent privacy
from neighbours.
Like many of our Irish campsites, it’s a family
owned business. Bríd & Pádraic Cooney first
opened their doors to visitors some twenty
six years ago, while family members all help
out in the running of the site.

behind them the Cooneys can address any
potential customer concerns. A wide range
of self-contained fully furnished mobiles are
available to choose from, while all sites come
fully serviced with water gas, heating and
electricity as well as TV and wireless internet
connectivity. Another advantage is that with
the owners living on-site, the park is open all
year round, meaning holiday home owners
can visit at any time.
Sharing the site, but in a separate part is
the Caravan & Camping Park. 20 pitches
are available, while there is also plenty of
space for tents. The hard stand pitches
come fully serviced with water and 16amp
electricity connections. Facilities include
a well maintained toilet block including
free hot showers, and a kitchen area and a
laundry service.
Back to the location, and within a short
drive in either direction, visitors can enjoy
the bright lights and activities of bustling
Galway City and onwards to the County Clare
attractions including the Cliffs of Moher and
the Burren, while westwards lie the many
unique attractions of Connemara. The Aran
Islands, the Twelve Bens mountain range,
and Kylemore Abbey are all within easy day
trip distances. Nearer to the site are activities
such as fishing, boating, golf, horse-riding
and hiking, while the wider Galway area plays
host to many festivals and events, particularly
during the summer months.
But for many the chance to chill out and take
it easy in the pleasant surrounds of Spiddal
Mobile Home Park will be all the relaxation
they need. ‘Your home away from home’
is how the Cooneys describe it, a fitting
description of this friendly welcoming site.

Back in the early days campers and caravans
accounted for most of their business, however
over time there has been a shift in focus to
mobile homes and the static market. Today
the Mobile Home Park is the mainstay of the
business, with sixty three pitches available
for guests from all over Ireland and overseas
to locate their holiday homes.
Of course making the decision to locate
a mobile home on a long-term site is no
quick decision, but with years of experience
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NOW Stocking
KVH Marine
Satellite TV

PAT KEOGH
MOTORHOMES
IMPORTERS OF LAIKA MOTORHOMES

Mike Brown Caravans
& Mobile Homes
New & Used • Mobile Homes
• Motorhomes
• Tourers
Swift Distributor
Caravans & Motorhomes wanted

“FOR THOSE WHO SEEK QUALITY AND STYLE”
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Telephone: 045 874446
Contact Gerard: 086 8220730

Tel: 057 8626479
Mobile: 086 2525385
e-mail: patkeoghcarsales@eircom.net
web: ballybrittasmotors.net

Johnstown, Naas, County Kildare.
(just off Exit 8 on the N7)
Web: www.mikebrowncaravans.com
Email: mikebrowncaravans@eircom.net

TOURING

From Glengarriff to Valencia In the first of a series of articles, Gerry Murphy discovers the delights of the Wild Atlantic Way.

W

hen John Brennan, General Manager of the Park
Hotel in Kenmare and the co-star with brother
Francis of the hugely successful At Your Service
TV series, described the Wild Atlantic Way as the
most significant investment in Irish tourism since Aer Lingus
opened their transatlantic routes, many Irish people sat up and
listened. Few tourist experts carry the unmatchable credence as
the affable Brennan brothers when it comes to the Irish tourist
scene. We have been visiting their part of the country for our
touring route for this issue of Caravan Cruise Ireland.
The Wild Atlantic Way is a 2,500 kilometre route that hugs the
west coast from Inishowen in Donegal to Kinsale in Cork. Already
the idea has taken off, with visitors coming from far and wide. It
is especially interesting for tourists who like to drive, cycle and
walk on their holidays. Some have already driven the complete
route over a number of days but, like eating an elephant, we
think it is better to do it one bite at a time.
This month we take a small slice of the Wild Atlantic Way, around
the Iveragh Peninsula and one of the most scenic areas of the
south west. It also takes in part of the Ring of Kerry, an iconic
route that has been promoted in this area for many years. Our
journey takes us from Glengarriff in County Cork to Valentia
Island off the coast of Kerry, a short route that has enough to
keep you occupied for a number of days.
To be fair, this part of Ireland is the jewel in the crown in terms
of tourism. It is as much about the people as it is about the
glorious scenery. They know their onions down here, and the
area is set-up to give visitors the experience of a lifetime while
holidaying in Ireland.
Around every bend there is a new vista that will take your breath
away. The towns along the way are as pretty as a picture and
as welcoming as a big hug. However, there are more highlights
here than you’ll ever have time to see in one visit and to pick
just a few is probably both unfair and selective. Much depends
on your particular interests but, you won’t be disappointed if
you have the energy to embrace the area with good planning
and a go anywhere attitude.
We start our trip in the attractive town of Glengarriff near the
Cork - Kerry border. Glengarriff is famous for its natural harbour,
its aesthetic beauty, Garnish Island with its tropical gardens, and
a wealth of outdoor pursuits which take full advantage of the
surrounding mountains, forests and magnificent harbour. The
name Glengarriff is derived from the Irish Gleann Gairbh which
translates as the rough or rugged glen. Glengarriff Woods Nature
Reserve is a spectacular 300 hectares of woods nestled in the
sheltered glen opening out into Glengarriff Harbour.
Above the woods rise the Caha Mountains, with their dramatic
layers of sheer rock. A variety of trails are provided in the
Glengarriff Woods Nature Reserve to suit a range of abilities.
Situated in picturesque Glengarriff, Dowling’s Caravan &
Camping Park located just 2km from the village comes highly
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Kenmare

recommended. It offers you a wonderful base from which to
explore the whole of West Cork and Kerry. Here you will find an
on-site bar where you can enjoy regular music and continuous
craic.
North along the N71 takes you to the bustling, yet peaceful town
of Kenmare. Our journey takes us into the heart of Glengarriff
National Park and the Cork and Kerry mountains. Whatever
side of the road you look along this twisty route, you will see
magnificent valleys and wild scenery as you drive through the
mountains passes.
One of our favourite towns in Ireland, Kenmare, at the mouth of
the Bay that bears its name, is un-paralleled for its colourful shops,
top-class restaurants, lively pubs and distinctive atmosphere. A
simple walk around the town is a pleasure in itself. Stroll around
its street and you will be instantly taken by the magic of its shops,
the bubbly nature of its residents and the history of the place.
Be sure to wander up to the Brennan Brothers’ Park Hotel and relax
with a cuppa or enjoy a visit to their Deluxe Destination Spa. The
gardens alone are a paradise of tranquility where you can spend
a few hours. A real treat on your holidays is dinner at the Park
where Chef James Coffey serves up tantalising creations from the
kitchen, using the freshest local products with all the refinement
of a classic artist. Nearby, John Brennan runs Dromquinna Manor
with its Glamping & Motorhome facilities.

TOURING
contemporary outdoor art pieces
right there in the centre of the
village. Entitled ‘Here in Paradise’ the
exhibition takes place from 31 May
to 18 September every year.

Park Hotel Kenmare

If you happen to be in Kenmare on a Wednesday or on Sunday
during July and August, Kenmare Market dominates the market
square and attracts some of the region’s best food producers.
As well as a stunning range of artisan produce, there is every
imaginable type of cheese, real buffalo mozzarella cheese and
freshest of local vegetables. There’s Beara Honey, gourmet ice
cream, plants, fish, crafts, antiques and always more than a few
surprises.
Finding it difficult to pull ourselves away from Kenmare we
take the N70 towards Sneem, a small but beautifully presented
village on the south coast of the Iveragh Peninsula. Watch out
for Pat Spillane’s Pub on the way and drop in for a snack if you
have the time.
Known as the Knot in the Ring of Kerry, Sneem has a number
of lovely restaurants and traditional pubs, most serving food
all day. D O’Shea’s is one of the best in the village and although
it looks rather old from the outside, it is a great place to eat, a
place where the fare is fresh and plentiful and doesn’t cost an
arm and a leg. Otherwise, checkout Dan Murphy’s and sit up
on the stone made famous by the Dubliner’s song “the stone
outside Dan Murphy’s door”. With creamy pint in hand it is a
lovely spot to watch the world go by.
Each year in Sneem Sculpture Gardens, you will find an array of

Onward to Waterville and again
the coastal route offers up many
more photo opportunities. Home
of legendary Kerry footballer and
manager, Mick O’Dwyer, and often
visited by the late Charlie Chaplin,
Waterville is famous for its two
renowned golf courses; Waterville
Golf Club and Skellig Bay Golf Club. This seaside village with
its beach and promenade, and statues of its two famous sons
is a wonderful place to wander around and pass the time of
day. Waterville is also famous for fishing on the banks of Lough
Currane, where the plentiful trout and salmon offer great fishing
for the tourist and locals alike.
The Iveragh Peninsula is one of the most important areas in the
world for cable history. It was the starting point for many Atlantic
telegraph cables, from the first attempt in 1857 – 1858 and the
first successful cables in 1866, through the rapid expansion on
the route in the 1870 – 1900 period, all the way to the end of
the Atlantic cable era in the 1960s.
The three major cable stations are within a few miles of each other
on the peninsula; Valentia Island, Ballinskelligs and Waterville.
Little remains of the building at Ballinskelligs, but both Waterville
and Valentia retain many of the original station buildings.
Valentia also has a Heritage Centre with a room dedicated to
the cable history.
Our ultimate destination is Valentia, but driving from Waterville
takes you further along the ocean route to one of Ireland’s most
colourful fishing towns, Portmagee. Founded by smuggler
Theobold Magee, after fighting in the Battle of the Boyne in
1690, he made his way to this outpost on the Wild Atlantic Way

Sneem
www.caravancruise.ie
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Waterville

and traded on contraband spirits,
textiles, tea and tobacco.
Now Portmagee is a fishing
village with a bridge linking it to
Valentia. It is also the port where
adventurous travellers wait on the
harbour each morning, hoping to
visit the early-Christian hermitage
of Skellig Michael Island. But,
whether you are going to Skellig
Michael or crossing over to
Valentia, you will want to slow
down and stay in Portmagee for
a while.

harbour from where you can catch
a small ferry to Cahirsiveen from
April to October. Some of the
highlights on the island include,
the Skellig Experience Visitor
Centre, Valentia Heritage Centre,
Glanleam Estate and sub-tropical
gardens, Valentia Lighthouse,
Valentia Island RNLI station and
the Valentia Transatlantic Cable
Station.
Motorhomers and caravanners
should check out Valentia Island
Caravan & Camping Park, a new
15-pitch, family business operated
by John and Emma Shanahan
that opens this summer. Nestling
in quiet surroundings close to
Knightstown, it makes a perfect
base for exploring Valentia. See
www.valentiaislandcamping.com.

Valentia Island is joined to the
mainland by a single bridge across
the Portmagee Channel. By now
you will know that the Iveragh
Peninsula, like Kerry in general,
is a tranquil place. However, once
you arrive on Valentia everything
changes. Valentia, Ireland’s most
westerly point is so laidback you
will think you are in paradise
itself. Prepare to be lulled by its
slow pace of life and its balmy
climate with its lush, colourful
vegetation.
The main village on the Island is
Knightstown which has its own

Charlie Chaplin
Statue, Waterville

From Valentia we are taking the
ferry to Cahirsiveen, but that is the
start of a whole new journey. We
leave Valentia feeling exhilarated
from the beauty of Ireland’s most
westerly outpost and refreshed
from a relaxing break in one of
Ireland’s special places.

Portmagee
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Mobile Diner

Smart Cooking for Special Diets

E

very day we hear more and more about how some people,
for whatever reason, react differently to certain foods.
It is also said that ‘pollution of some sort attacks the
immune system and people become allergic’. Clinical
ecologists have evolved the concept, ‘total overload’, to describe
how likely one is to become allergic. They look at foods, chemicals,
fertilisers, water, stress, lifestyles etc and they now know that
the quality of the foods we eat and stress levels are two main
factors that have a major effect on such individuals. ‘Down time’
is essential for good health, even children, to combat the stress
of the trying life situations we find ourselves in. Stress and worry
result in poor digestion, which in turn leans to undigested foods
fermenting and putrefying in the intestines. The resulting poisons
sometimes leak into the blood stream and travel through the
body, poisoning the organs which are genetically vulnerable.
But an allergy remains an individual reaction. Finding the allergen
can be difficult but when it is found we need to take great care to
avoid it. To accommodate those special individuals we need to
make positive changes to eating habits and life style. Eating habits
are easy to tackle if we think positively. Eat what is good for us and
avoid what makes us sick, develop good habits in a positive way
especially with children who have problems with some foods. We
will all be better for eating fresh foods, in rotation, cooking from
scratch and cutting down on the most common allergens.

Fresh organically produced foods that are easily tolerated.
1. Pears, bananas, cantaloupe, dates, kiwi, mangoes, pineapple,
watermelon.
2. Broccoli, spinach, turnip, beets, cabbage, kale, Brussels sprouts,
cauliflower, lentils, beans, mushrooms, carrot, celery.
3. Rice, millet, buckwheat, quinoa, gluten free oats (avoid wheat,
wheat products, gluten, couscous,)
4. Lamb and grass fed beef, free range chicken, turkey, rabbit
(avoid pork, raw eggs).
5. Use rice milk, coconut milk or soya milk (avoid cow’s milk and
cheese).
6. Use honey (avoid sugar and sugar substitutes).
7. Sunflower seeds, hazelnut, cashew, walnut, pecan, almond
(avoid peanuts).
8. Drink filtered or mineral water in glass bottles, homemade
lemonade (avoid coffee, tea, chocolate and cola).
9. Avoid alcohol completely or have gin or vodka with lots of
FOOD FACT
Quinoa (pronounced keen-wah) is actually a gluten free seed
rather than a grain from South America. It is a complete protein
containing all eight essential amino acids. It is easy to digest and
low in fat. It is very useful in the diets of Coeliac and those with
allergies to wheat and gluten. Use in place of couscous, noodles
or pasta. Cook by following the directions on the packet or use
this very tasty recipe. Serves 3-4 people.

Quinoa Loaf
Ingredients:
225g Quinoa
650ml stock or water
100g sunflower seed or nibbed almonds
50g raisins
1 lemon or orange, zest and juice- optional
1 tablespoon olive oil
Sea salt and freshly ground pepper
Fresh parsley and / or coriander

soda water.
10. Avoid all artificial sweeteners, flavourings, colourings etc.
To stay healthy we also have to think of other things, such as
keeping our bodies fit, keeping stress at bay, carefully choosing the
environment we live in and the items we use day to day. However,
it is not possible to manage this 100% of the time but on holiday it
should be. Spending ‘fun time’ in the fresh air, in the countryside,
or on the water is one of the very best ways of unwinding and
releasing stress. Walk, swim, play games, fish, hike, sail, surf, canoe,
it is all there to be explored and enjoyed.
It is said that ‘if your grandmother would not have cooked it then
don’t serve it’. In her day nothing was wasted, every bone and
trimming was popped into the stock pot.
Bone broths and stocks are fast becoming the new ‘in’ health food.
They are the well flavoured stocks your grandmother used to make
all the time to give a great flavour to soups, sauces, and stews. They
are incredibly nutritious and especially good for adults or children
on a limited diet. They help with growth and repair of bones, hair
and nails. They fight infections and reduce inflammation and help
repair a leaky gut. I have even heard that they calm the mind and
promote sleep!
Stocks and broths are made by simmering fresh meat bones or a
chicken carcass, raw or cooked, chopped vegetables and herbs in
water for 1½ -2 hours to draw out the flavours. Never season stock
with salt and pepper when making, as it may be reduced later in
individual recipes and the flavours will intensify. Get the stock right
and the dish will be delicious.
‘Stock cubes are made from concentrated dried stock. They are
highly seasoned, and even ‘organic’ ones may contain artificial
additives so are best avoided.
Cooking in a small galley kitchen is quite simple as long as you
plan ahead and pack the right basic ingredients. Here are a few
nutritious recipes that avoid all packaged foods, they are made
with ingredients which for the most part are unlikely to bother
the majority of people and are easily adjusted to suit special diets.
Do always check that every ingredient suit the person for whom
you are catering.
Method:
1. Wash, zest and
juice the lemon or
orange if using. Rinse
the quinoa in a sieve
with cold water.
2. Heat the olive oil,
add zest and quinoa.
Sauté until quinoa
begins to heat and
the citrus aroma
rises. Add seeds or
nuts and raisins stir
to coat in oil.
3. Add stock or water, reduce heat to the very lowest for 10 minutes
until the moisture is absorbed. Add 2-3 tablespoons lemon or
orange juice to taste and a little salt and pepper if needed.
Garnish with lots of chopped fresh herbs, mint is particularly
good.
Serve as you would rice, couscous, noodles or potato.
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Rich Stock or Broth Key Recipe
Cooking Time: 1-2 hours
Makes approx. 2 litres stock.
Ingredients:
1 kilo fresh bones beef (grass fed), lamb or 1 cooked chicken
carcass (free range)
Handful of fresh herbs e.g. parsley, thyme, bay leaf
2 teaspoons cider vinegar or lemon juice
A good pinch mace or nutmeg,
2 cloves
2 onions
2 carrots
2 sticks celery
1 leek
2 cloves garlic
½ parsnip (optional)
4 large mushrooms (optional)
Method:
1. Put the bones into a saucepan with the vinegar, washed herbs,
cloves and mace, cover with cold water and bring to the boil.
2. Wash all the vegetables (no need to peel) and chop roughly.
To prepare a leek see below.
3. Add all vegetables to the bones, cover and simmer gently
for 1 hour or more if you have time. Skim off any fat or scum
that rises to the surface. Strain through a fine sieve, cover and
cool quickly. Store in fridge or in batches in freezer. Remove fat
before using.
4. Use in soups, stews, casseroles, sauces or to cook grains, rice,
couscous or quinoa.
Note a good meat stock will gel when refrigerated as the gelatine
from the bones will dissolve in the cooking liquid, the addition
of an acid helps this to happen.

VARIATIONS
Any number of aromatic spices can be added to stocks to enhance
the flavour but also to add their trace elements which contribute
to the nutritional value. Examples are ½ teaspoon or equivalent,
coriander, cumin or fennel seed. 3cm ginger or astragalus root,
1 star anise, a few cloves.
Rich chicken stock: To the key recipe add 500g chicken bones
or wings from the butcher.
Turkey or chicken giblet stock: To the key recipe add the washed
and trimmed neck, gizzard, heart, liver and wing tips from a turkey
or chicken. This makes the most wonderful stock of all.
Rich beef stock: (Brown Stock) Brown 100g stewing beef cut
into 3-4 pieces with the bones in 1 tablespoon hot oil in a heavy
saucepan or in a hot oven. Add the prepared vegetables for Rich
Vegetable stock and brown gently. Add the water, mace and
bouquet garni and simmer for 45 minutes. Cook, strain, skim,
use and / or store as above.
To freeze stock: Fill freezer containers or plastic bags supported
in plastic basins. Label, date, and freeze.

Minestrone Soup
Cooking time: 30 mins
Serves 4
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons oil
1 carrot
1 onion
2 sticks celery
1 leek (optional)
1 clove garlic
2 spring cabbage leaves
1 tablespoon pure tomato puree
2 tomatoes
1 tablespoon parsley
1 cup pasta, broken gluten free spaghetti is good, (or rice pasta
or noodles)
Sea salt and black pepper
800ml stock or water
*Bouquet garni
Method:
1. Peel and finely dice onion. Heat oil in saucepan, **sweat onion
very gently with cover on, for 5 minutes.
2. Wash vegetables. Dice carrot and celery finely. Shred cabbage.
Add to pot, stir and replace cover again.
3. Wash leek and cut finely. Smash and crush garlic. Add to pot
stir, sweat again.
4. Wash and dice the tomatoes very finely. Then add tomatoes
and all the remaining ingredients, bring to the boil and simmer
until pasta is just tender. Wash and chop parsley finely.
5. Before serving remove bouquet garni, stir in parsley and add
salt and pepper to taste.
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Serve with a little swirl of soy cream or grated cheese on top if
permitted.
You may add some kidney beans to extend this soup to make a
really substantial main course.
TECHNIQUE:
Preparing leeks. Trim away some of the tough green tops. Peel
off one or two of the outer layers. Slit leek lengthwise from
bottom to top in two places. Open out the layers and hold
under a tap to wash away the grit caught between the leaves.
Open out each layer carefully using your fingers to rub away
any earth. When thoroughly clean, slice into fine pieces.

Mobile Diner
Quick Garlic Mushrooms &
Onion Savoury
Garlic: Throughout
history garlic has
been used to treat
ever y thing from
athlete’s foot to colds
and flu. Scientific fact
now gives credence
to the folklore. For
example allicin, the
comp ound that
gives garlic its smell
and taste, is known
to act as a powerful
antibiotic and it
also has antiviral
and antifungal
properties.
This garlic and
mushroom dish is
very useful for serving as a starter or for a main course vegetarian
dish.
Cooking Time: 10 minutes
Serves: 3 - 4
Ingredients:
350g button mushrooms
200g small red onions or shallots
200ml olive oil
3 cloves garlic
2 dessert spoons sunflower seeds (optional)
½ teaspoon dried chillies - optional
1 dessert spoon chopped parsley
1 small lemon
Equipment: Chopping knife, board, cutlery, measuring jug,
frying pan, pot stand, serving dish.

Irish Pear or Apple &
Oatmeal Treat

The following recipe is wheat free, gluten free and dairy free too if
you use coconut oil and gluten free oats. If you have difficulty finding
these then get them online from wyldsson.com web store. This
can be made with any fruit in season i.e. raspberries, rhubarb and
banana, plum etc but be sure to check for sweetness, add honey to
taste. Substitute an orange for the lemon for all other fruits. Make
before you head away on your holiday or cruise and keep in foil in
an air tight box for a handy snack.
CHEF’S TIP: Before measuring honey, syrup or treacle, dip the
spoon into boiling or very hot water so it will drop easily from the
spoon.
Ingredients:
100g Irish butter or coconut oil
2 tablespoons honey
300g oatmeal (gluten free optional)
1 lemon
1 free range egg
Filling:
500g eating apples or pears
75g seedless raisins
3 tablespoons water
1 tablespoon honey to taste
½ teasp cinnamon or ground cloves to taste
50g butter or coconut oil to grease tin
Utensils: 20cm loose bottomed tin or equivalent oven proof pie
dish.

TECHNIQUES:
*Bouquet Garni. This is a bunch or a bag of aromatic herbs and
spice, which are tied together, tied into a piece of celery or tied
into a muslin bag and dropped into soup sauce or stew to give
flavour e.g. a bay leaf, 2 cloves, parsley, peppercorns, thyme, a
blade of mace. Remove before serving.

Method:
Preheat oven to 180C/Fan 165C /Gas Mark 6
1. Filling: wash apples, quarter, core and slice very thinly, leaving
the skins on. Cook gently with the raisins and 3 tablespoons water
until soft. Add the honey and cinnamon or cloves to taste and stir
to break down the apple a little. Leave to cool.
2. Grease the tin or pie dish very generously all over. Lightly beat
the egg. Wash a zest* (see below) the lemon using the smallest holes
on the grater. Add the zest to the oatmeal. Squeeze the lemon and
add the juice to the egg.
3. Melt the butter or coconut oil and honey in a saucepan and
remove from heat, stir in the oats and zest. Lastly stir in the egg
mix well.
4.
Assembly: Press 1/3 of the oat mixture into the tin. Spread
on ½ of the apple mixture. Cover the apple with ½ the remaining
oat mixture, spread with the remaining apple and lastly top with
remaining oats. Press gently to even the top.
5. Bake for 30 – 35 minutes until cooked and golden brown. Reduce
the heat for the final 15 minutes of getting too brown.
6. Remove from oven and allow to stand for 15- 20 minutes to cool
a little. If using a tin run a knife around the sides to loosen before
removing from tin. If using a casserole serve hot straight from the
casserole as a pudding.
Serve hot or cold in slices with a little soya cream, fresh organic
cream or live yoghurt if desired.

**Sweat. This refers to the initial cooking of vegetables in
butter or oil in a covered saucepan, over a very low heat in
order to extract the juices and flavours without colouring. A
paper can be pressed down onto the vegetables to trap in the
steam more intensely.

*ZEST: To zest a lemon, lime or orange. Wash fruit, then grate only
the coloured outer skin with a wet grater. Do not go into the white
pith beneath as it is bitter. The zest or coloured part contains the
beautifully flavoured citrus fruit oils. Use the small or medium holes
on a grater and use a pastry brush to remove all the zest.

Method:
1. Wash and dry the mushrooms, peel and half or quarter onions
depending on size.
2. Smash and finely dice garlic, wash and finely chop parsley.
Wash then cut lemon into 8 wedges.
3. Heat oil, add onions and sunflower seed, sauté 2 minutes,
add mushrooms, sauté 2 minutes, add garlic and chilli, sauté
2 minutes.
4. Add parsley, salt and pepper and a squeeze of lemon juice.
Garnish with lemon wedges. Serve hot with all the oil and juices
with rice or quinoa, warm pitta, focaccia, rolls etc.
VARIATION
Prawn and Mushroom Chilli Starter. Add 300g peeled fresh prawns
with the mushrooms Step 3. Finish and serve as in recipe.
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STEAMING and cooking ‘EN PAPILLOTTE’. These cooking
methods are wonderful for preserving the flavour and the vitamins
in foods. Pack a simple steaming basket with you and sit it into
a saucepan, add the food and 1- 2cm water, cover tightly and
allow the food to cook in a steady stream of steam. Or pack a
steamer and use it as a colander as well to save space. If you have
an oven then cook ‘en papillotte’. This means cooking in a paper
parcel. Food cooked this way steams gently in its own juices
so nothing is lost. It is a wonderfully pure method of cooking
and can be easily tailored for special diets. The big bonus while
holidaying is that it needs little attention while cooking and
the wash up is minimal. Children love to help make their own
special parcel too.
All you need is a roll of parchment paper. Foil can be used but
it tears easily and the lovely juices can be lost.
Tender chicken fillets or fish fillets are best cooked by this method
with vegetable strips or fine slices to supply moisture and fresh
herbs are added for taste. Here is a basic recipe to follow but
feel free to develop your own ‘treasure pack’.

Chicken or Fish Treasure packs.
Cooking Time: 20 minutes
Serves 2
Ingredients:
2 fresh chicken or fish fillets
1 lemon – juice ½ and ½ for garnish
Olive oil or coconut oil to grease
Fresh dill, fennel, parsley, thyme or lemon balm.
Sea salt and black pepper
1 carrot
1 spring onion
1 courgette
1 tablespoon olive or coconut oil to sauté
1 slice lemon

Serve each parcel on a serving plate, open just the top of each
with a scissors to allow steam to escape.
Serve hot with quinoa, rice or rice noodles.
VARIATION
Vary the types of fish -use a mixture of fresh, smoked or shellfish
and replace the carrot with a few cherry tomatoes if the diet
permits. Add a tablespoon of sunflower seeds to each parcel with
a dash of Shoyu or Tamari (a Japanese Soy). I’m told Kikkoman
Soy is free of additives but do read all labels.
*Julienne strips, batons or matchstick vegetables. Cut vegetables
like carrot, courgette, celery, cucumber etc into match like strips
about 8cm long.
**Sauté: This means to fry food gently in hot fat or oil. The food
is sometimes browned and sometimes not, as the dish demands.
This method is used to intensify flavours and to develop a better
taste in the finished dish.

Accompaniment:
Quinoa, rice, or olive oil mash.
Equipment:
2 x 35 cm squares parchment paper, baking sheet.
Method:
Pre-heat oven to 180 °C / Fan170 °C / Gas 5.
1. Wash fish or chicken, cut each into three pieces, sprinkle with
a little lemon juice on both sides, set aside.
2. Prepare accompaniment now if serving, rice, potatoes, or
quinoa.
3. Peel carrot thinly, grate using large holes on grater or cut into
*julienne strips (like matchsticks or batons). Wash courgette and
slice very thinly. Wash and cut spring onion into small pieces.
**Sauté the vegetables, in oil, to soften - 1 minute. Wash and
chop herbs.
4. Cut two 35cm squares of parchment, oil one side. Place some
sautéed vegetable on one side of each square, put the fish or
chicken on top. Sprinkle with the chopped herbs and a little
pepper and salt. Finish with the remaining vegetables and ½
slice lemon. Fold over the other half of the parchment, fold in
the edges twice all around to seal so the juices will not run out.
Place on a baking sheet, bake fish for 15mins chicken 20mins.
Turn off oven, these parcels will remain warm in the oven for
10 minutes.
24 CARAVAN CRUISE IRELAND | SUMMER 2014

Text & Photos: Marita McGeady

PRODUCT REVIEW 1

Calor Mini-BBQ

W

hat can be finer than a hazy lazy day barbecuing
some great food outdoors. Provided you have the
right equipment for the job that is. Caravan Cruise
tasked the Higgins family to check out one of the
more popular portable grills currently on the market, the eyecatching Calor Mini-BBQ. Here is 14-year old Culain’s review.

ASSEMBLY

As can be seen the BBQ has a sturdy aluminium handle, which
makes carrying the 8kg (approx) BBQ quite easy. In addition Calor
has incorporated a wide shoulder strap, which can be attached
leaving your hands free to carry other BBQ items.

The instruction
ruction
tained
leaflet contained
eps. It
ONLY 5 steps.
ntion
did mention
in
large
ers
bold letters
that
the
uld
BBQ should
only
be
assembled by
ent
a competent
well
person (well
did
that
ave
not leave
me with too
tions).
many options).
ntll y
I
co m p e te nt
assembled the BBQ in
a few minutes. The information leaflet contained pictures rather
than diagrams and the fact that there are so few parts made the
process simple.

SELF-CONTAINED

CLEANING

This is indeed the winning aspect of the BBQ. Everything you
need to cook those marinated steaks is contained in the BBQ
unit. It consists essentially of two interlocking parts. An upper
story which contains the grill, a grease collecting plate, four sturdy
aluminium legs and hot plate. The lower section acts as a storage
area for the gas cylinder and connection tube when not in use.
When the top section is sapped free of the lower segment the
gas cylinder is put into an upright position and fits snugly into
a bracket located in the base and flips out, to stand outside the
unit. This clever feature means that the 20mm thick chopping
board can be placed on top of the storage area and used as a
preparation area. The same chopping board is placed on the top
unit as a cover for the BBQ when in storage.

If there is any fault with the Calor Mini-BBQ it is the size of the
grease tray which is small, meaning grease can spill from the tray
onto the gas ring, which makes cleaning slightly more difficult.
This is only a very minor weakness. It is no more difficult to clean
than any non-stick kitchen appliance.

This new BBQ from Calor Gas is marketed as being stylish, portable
and self contained, and it was these categories plus assembly, ease
of cleaning and storage that I considered when reviewing.

STYLISH
This looks like an ultra modern picnic basket, a contender for a
‘must have’ picnic fashion accessory. No doubt about it, you would
not be self-conscious toting this BBQ on your arm.

PORTABLE

Once the gas tube is snapped onto the hot plate, you press the
control button, turn it, the ring is ignited and you are ready to start
cooking. No need for lighter fuel, matches, or, when the frustration
hits, paraffin lawnmower fuel! The hot plate temperature is easily
controlled using the ignition button.
We used our Calor BBQ on Bonfire Night catering easily for
nineteen people.

STORAGE
Cleverly the BBQ is not only a cooking appliance but is also a
storage box for the appliance and unusually the BBQ fits neatly
back into the cardboard box in which it was packed.

VERDICT
Overall the Calor Mini-BBQ was easy to assemble, use, clean and
store, making it an appliance that will be used more than just a
few times in its first year, and indeed long into the future.
Ratings
1 Star - Poor
5 Stars - Excellent
Style
Assembly
Portability
Self contained
Cooking capability
Cleaning
Storage

*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
****
*****

COMPETITION
Win a Calor Mini-BBQ.
To be in with a chance to win your very own Calor
Mini-BBQ please e-mail your name and contact
details to Caravan Cruise Ireland magazine at
info@caravancruise.ie. Please put Calor Mini-BBQ
competiton in the subject line. Closing date for
entries is Friday 12 September 2014. Winner will be
announced on www.caravancruise.ie
Text: Culain Higgins
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MOTORHOMING 2

Absolute Beginners Part 2 Getting to know the HomeCar XS22

T

hose readers with a good memory will recall my
experience of buying a motorhome and equipping
it from scratch. When I left you last, the Ford Transitbased HomeCar XS22 was fully equipped and ready
for the road, or so I hoped. Following the well-founded advice
to start close to home, which these days means near Gatwick
Airport in Southern England, I found a small privately run site,
Ford Marina, near Arundel, which had the essential facility
of an on-site pub, ideal for a one-night shakedown. The site,
including EHU and a hard standing, was good value and easily
accessed. Being at the beginning of April, it was very quiet
and no real contact was made with any other residents on
the first day. The HomeCar was easily levelled and hooked
up leaving plenty of time to amble to the nearby rail halt for
the five-minute journey to spend the afternoon in the historic
town of Arundel.
Thanks to what I hoped was thorough planning, or you might
say the motorhome equivalent of sitting at the wheel making
“vroom, vroom” noise, the first night spent aboard went relatively
successfully. The one major headache, never truly overcome, was
that the water heater frost protection dumped the contents of
the on-board water tank whenever the ambient temperature
dropped below 7°C, and it doesn’t have to be the depths of
winter for that to happen. The combination of awareness of the
issue and the approach of summer meant it wasn’t a problem
again. Following an excellent pub dinner, a comfortable evening
and fairly good night’s sleep was had. The only negatives were
that the Transit’s relatively narrow rear axle compared with the
bodywork meant lots of rocking whenever either of us walked
around, and the occasional ignition of the gas boiler just beneath
my head was slightly disconcerting.
Equipment wise, all the essentials were available but the list of
desirable extras grew steadily, as it still does. Due to the aforementioned pub dinner, and the fact that one my favourite Sunday
morning biking destinations, providing breakfast al-fresco on a
Sussex beach, was on the way back home, catering was limited
to brewing tea on this occasion. Just before leaving, we became
acquainted with three middle-aged sisters, originally from my bit
of mid Wales, gamely having a reunion tour in a small Volkswagen
camper. The journey home was uneventful, apart from learning
a valuable lesson about the effects of short wheelbase and long
overhang which resulted in just enough contact with a parked
car to set off its alarm, fortunately with no damage.

A few weeks later, a second trip saw us head further afield,
and our first big site, the privately owned Hendre Mynach at
Barmouth on Cardigan Bay. The journey was broken with another
first, as the sole occupants of a Caravan Club Certified Location,
Llandrindod Farm at Llandrindod Wells, sole that is, apart from
a flock of sheep, there for reasons not unconnected with the
farmer’s other occupation as the town’s butcher. As is the way
of CLs, facilities were limited but adequate, and the site was a
short walk into town. Sleep was interrupted by some rather scary
noises and rocking of the HomeCar, eventually identified as the
sheep rubbing against the bodywork throughout the night.
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Arundel

Ford Marina

Ford Marina

Apart from our standard car sat-nav catching us unawares with
some barely suitable mountain roads, we arrived at Barmouth
unscathed.
Hendre Mynach provided a well appointed pitch, complete with
individual water supply, and was relatively tranquil. Although
just a few metres from the Cambrian Coast railway, the few trains

MOTORHOMING 2
Barmouth

Norfolk Broads

each day weren’t a problem. Barmouth town centre was a 20
minute walk, although five of those were spent walking in the
opposite direction to the only gate across the railway from the
site to the promenade. The HomeCar’s first and only breakage
happened here, as the clip to hold the door open snapped off.
Amazingly, a small camping shop on the edge of town had an
exact replacement for our Belgium-built vehicle. The only thing
missing on site was a TV signal, and we’d probably have stood
more chance aiming at Ireland than the transmitter just three
miles away, but on the wrong side of the cliff edge behind the
town.

Llandrindod

Norfolk, though, combined with the realisation that a Land
Rover Freelander with a trailer was nicer to drive than a Transit
without one, that convinced us that, given our present situation,
we should sell up and buy a caravan. Perhaps, with retirement
getting slowly closer, the situation may one day change, but for
now it’s goodbye to buses and unwelcoming car parks, and hello
to leaving the second home on site while we go off exploring.
Southwold

A pleasant few days included making use of the railway to
explore some of the coastal attractions, before heading home.
An overnight stop was made at the Lion Hotel at Llanbister, a
small but welcoming village pub with a hook-up point in the
car park, before the trek home.
The third and, as it turned out, final trip was to East Anglia,
starting with two nights at Kessingland Beach holiday park, just
up the coast from the popular resort of Southwold. The large,
privately run site was completely deserted on the first night, a
fact which meant that some of the facilities weren’t open. It was
quiet, though, and there were no queues for the showers. The
remainder of the week was spent with our first visit to a proper
Caravan Club site, the appropriately named Norfolk Broads site
at Ludham. A bit wary of the reputation for expecting strict
observance of the rule book, we found a friendly welcome and a
reasonably relaxed atmosphere. The location couldn’t be better,
with a bus stop on the route to Norwich, a handy little shop and
cafe and a boatyard, which offered discounts to site stayers, all
within an easy five minute walk.
It was some pretty horrendous public transport headaches in
Text & Photos: Colin Barnett
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Attractions 1

Discover a world of beauty in West Cork

W

hether you are blessed
with green fingers or not,
a visit to Garnish Island
(Ilnacullin) is well worth
the effort. Garnish Island is home to
a garden of rare beauty, a place that
garden lovers from all over the world
travel to see. It is located in the sheltered
harbour of Glengarriff in Bantry Bay in
West Cork.
Because of its sheltered situation and the
warming oceanic influence of the Gulf
Stream the climate is in some respect
almost subtropical and is favourable to
the growth of ornamental plants from
many parts of the world. Ilnacullin is
renowned for its richness of plant form
and colour, changing continuously with
the seasons.
The gardens of Ilnacullin owe their
existence to the creative partnership,
some seventy years ago, of Annan Bryce,
then owner of the island and Harold Peto,
architect and garden designer. The island
was bequeathed to the Irish people in
1953, and was subsequently entrusted
to the care of the Commissioners of
Public Works. Today management of
the island is in the hands of the Office of
Public Works.
Access to the Island is by small ferry boats
and licensed 60 seater water buses. As
well as the cost of the boat trip, which
is very pleasant in itself, there is an
admission charge of €4 to the island.
However, there is limited access for visitors
with disabilities because of the nature of
the landscape on the island.
Two ferry companies operate from
Glengarriff: the Harbour Queen Ferry
company; www.harbourqueenferry.com,
and the Bluepool Ferry Company www.
bluepoolferry.com transfer every 30
minutes to and from the island throughout
the day. The trip takes about ten minutes
and offers stunning views of the town
and the shoreline.

Garnish Island Italian Garden

Changing with the seasons, it is flush
with rhododendrons and azaleas in May
and June, climbing plants and herbaceous
perennials in midsummer, and awash
with autumnal hues, particularly on the
magnificent heather bank, in the months
of September and October.

The highlight is the magical Italian Garden
which dominates the centre of the island
and the interesting walled garden full
of rare plants, shrubs and fruit tree. You
will also have the opportunity to visit
the Marino tower and climb to the top
for some stunning views of the bay and
the surrounding area.

Seals Bask on way to Garish Island.

You will also see dozens of seals basking
in the sunshine on the rocks and because
they are familiar with the boatmen and
know the boats, the boats can go right
up to them without scaring them off, so
make sure you bring your camera.
The island itself is home to a series
of gardens showcasing an incredible
richness of plant form and colour.
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Attractions 2

History and Ornithology in abundance on
Skellig Islands

T

he Skellig Islands, Skellig Michael
and Small Skellig, rise out of the
Atlantic Ocean about 12 km
southwest of Valentia Island,
County Kerry. From every angle, these
spectacular islands are as historic as
they are iconic as they pierce through
the ocean surface.
Both Skellig Islands are world-famous, each
in its own right. Skellig Michael is known
throughout the world of archaeology
as the site of a well-preserved monastic
outpost of the Early Christian period – now
designated a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. Small Skellig is equally renowned
in matters of ornithology as the home
of some 27,000 pairs of gannets – the
second largest colony of such seabirds
in the world.
On Valentia Island you can find the Skellig
Experience Visitors Centre where you can
experience many aspects of those offshore
Skellig islands while remaining on dry land,
thanks to a custom built, stone clad, grass
roofed, prize winning Interpretive Centre
located right on the waterfront beside the
Valentia Island bridge.
However, there is nothing like getting up
close and personal. You can book boat
trips around the Skellig Islands without
landing and climbing the Rock. Subject
to the weather and sea conditions, daily
sea cruises are available from The Skellig
Experience Visitor Centre throughout the
season – from April to September. This
cruise generally takes about two hours
duration.

incredible and fascinating places in the
world. Not only is it a place of breathtaking
scenery rich in natural wonders, it’s also
a place steeped in history. In the 6th
century St. Fionan founded a monastic
settlement on the Island. This incredible
feat of engineering and leap of faith, took
place on an island some 714 feet high,
lying 12 kilometres off the south-west
coast. It involved the construction of
stone built beehive cells, retaining walls,
two oratories, a church, cross slabs, two
wells, stone terraces, flights of stone steps
leading from their landing sights at sea
level to the Monastery some 200 metres
above and much more.
The Monks are believed to have inhabited
Skellig Michael until the 12 Century when
they abandoned the site and moved to
the mainland. Through the 600 years they
spent there, they endured the harshness
of life as well as merciless raids from Viking

invaders. In one such raid it was recorded
in the Annals of Ulster that in 823 AD the
Monk Eitgal of Skelligs was captured by the
Vikings and taken from the island, while
the deaths of Blathmhac in 950 and Aed
in 1044 were recorded in the Annals of
the Four Masters.
Today visitors from around the world
come to visit Skellig Michael, following in
the footsteps of so many in past centuries
before them. Skelligs is a special place
of beauty and wonder and a place
that deserves the utmost respect and
appreciation. You too can visit Skelligs
and take that step back in time through
centuries for Irish history.
Joe Roddy and Sons have been taking
visitors to Skellig Michael from Portmagee
for over forty years. Check out www.
skelligtrips.com for more details.

For the more adventurous and steady on
their legs it’s well worthwhile planning a
trip to land on Skellig Michael and viewing
in detail how monastic life was on the island
centuries ago. The boat trip departs daily
from Portmagee marina at approximately
10:00am, weather permitting. The boat
trip to the Skelligs takes 45 minutes and
you have between 2 hours and 2 hours 30
minutes on the rock. The boat stops for
a while at the Little Skelligs to allow you
to view the bird colony and seals. The
return boat trip lasts a further 45 minutes
and you are back in Portmagee at around
3 o’ clock. It is advisable to book at least 2
days in advance.
Skellig Michael has to be one of the most
Text & Photos: Gerry Murphy - gerrym@fleet.ie
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Show Previews

Caravan Salon 2014 to be the biggest yet

I

t’s the world’s largest trade show for the motorhome and
caravan industry, and this year Caravan Salon Dusseldorf
promises to be even bigger and better than ever before.

The hugely popular showcase of the mobile leisure industry runs
from 30 August to 7 September 2014. Two additional halls have
been added for this year’s event, bringing the total number of halls
to 11, covering an area of more than 190,000 square metres.
With every significant European (plus an increasing number of
British) manufacturer taking stand space, this is a must attend
event for anyone thinking of investing in a new motorhome or
caravan. Among the added features this year will be an entire hall
dedicated to van conversions, reflecting the growing popularity
of this type of campervan.

For the first time, tickets
purchased online cover
two days’ admission to the
exhibition centre for the same
ticketholder. This allows visitors
to immerse themselves in the
world of caravanning for two
full days at single day’s price –
as long as they’ve purchased
an e-ticket. Tickets costs €14 for
adults; children, schoolchildren, students and Caravan Salon Club
members pay concessionary admission. Information and news
on the Caravan Salon Dusseldorf can be found on the Internet
at www.caravan-salon.de.

As well as the gleaming new vehicles, there are other attractions
to appeal to visitors, including TourNatur, a parallel event in Hall
1 and 2 that runs on the second weekend (5 to 7 September),
featuring more than 5,000 hiking destinations and all the latest
equipment for hiking and trekking. Another attraction that
will appeal to the whole family is the World of Canoes where a
big river landscape can be discovered with canoes and kayaks,
with visitors able to experience this action-packed outdoor
sport up close.
Motorhomes wishing to stay in their own vehicles while attending
the show can avail of the Caravan Centre – the special parking
area in the exhibition centre parking lot P1 with more than 3,500
spots with and without connections available.

Fun for all the family at Motorhome & Caravan Show 2014

I

f Germany is a little too far away, why not consider a visit to
the Motorhome & Caravan Show in the NEC, Birmingham.
Running from October 14-19, the showcase event of the
British caravan and motorhome industry is now into its fourth
year under current management NCC Events. It’s the only
event where all the major UK manufacturers will have display
stands. The 2014 event will have more than 450 exhibitors in
attendance, showcasing a huge range of products, including
caravans, motorhomes, campers, trailer tents, folding caravans,
caravan holiday homes & lodges, campsites & destinations,
tow cars and thousands of accessories.

Attendees will be
able to compare
all the latest
motorhome and
caravan layouts and
interiors and benefit
from exclusive show
offers on thousands
of
products.
Purchasing at the
show also makes possible delivery in time for the new 2015
holiday season.
Included at the show is a free Expert’s Theatre offering hints and
tips on everything to do with motor-homing and caravanning,
free towing and manoeuvring tuition, a free show guide and
free car parking.
John Lally, NCC Events CEO said: “We achieved a record number
of visitors to the Motorhome & Caravan Show in 2013, in fact
more than 100,000 people visited the event. With tickets now
on sale for the 2014 show I am confident that we will see even
more attendees this year as no other show offers so much to
see under one roof. We’ve also kept ticket prices unchanged
since launching in 2011 with a standard advance ticket at £8 for
adults, £7 for seniors and kids under 16 go free.”
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LONDON TO
BRUSSELS
VIA BRUGES
CYCLE RIDE

OPEN MAY 1st - SEPTEMBER 15th (Other Dates By Arrangement)
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Swift Group gears
up for 2015

S

purred on by its 50th anniversary
celebrations, Swift storms into
2015 with a strong hand of
touring products containing a
total of no less than 14 new models. A
further two will debut next February.
Perhaps the biggest news is the switch
of all coachbuilt motorhomes to Swift’s
SMART construction technology. Standing
for Strong, Modern, Aerodynamic, Resilient
and Tested, Swift introduced SMART to its
touring caravans last year. All timber in
the body frame is replaced by impervious
polyurethane struts which vary in density
to suit the strength required.
The net result is a weight saving with
no loss in strength. The construction
method prevents the transfer of moisture
from the aluminium sidewalls to the wall
board inside, which has been upgraded to
hardwood for strength and durability.
The other big news on the motorhome
front is the adoption of the new streamlined
Fiat Ducato cab for all coachbuilt models.
Fiat Professional has gone to some lengths
to make the cab feel more car-like for this
important sector of its market. Taking
advantage of the new look Swift has
opted for ‘Captain’s chair’ style front seats
where the headrest is an integral part of
the seat.
As well as enhanced looks the new Fiat
Ducato cabs come with Electronic Stability
Control (ESC), a load and centre of gravity
detection system (LAC) and hill holder
as standard. All radios have Bluetooth
technology and an MP3 player. The
Comfort-Matic robotic gearbox remains
an option for those who dislike manual
gearboxes.
A new range of motorhomes, the Rio,
marks Swift’s entry into the compact
coachbuilt sector. These models aim to
provide the style and extra features of a
coachbuilt motorhome in a body the size
of a panel van. More details below.
After many years featuring Mali Acacia
woodwork in its Swift and Sprite branded
touring products 2015 sees a change to a
mid-brown colour, ‘Aralie Sen’, for what

Swift believes is a more contemporary
look.
Thetford’s Aspire cooker is replaced
by the Mk2 version, which promises
reduced rattling in transit together with
an enhanced cooking performance. The
hidden fans, previously used to keep the
control knobs cool, have been eliminated
in the new design.

protection. A couple of LED spotlights
within the tailgate shine down to provide
illumination at night.
The Rio comes with a winter pack as
standard making it a true go anywhere,
anytime, vehicle.

One handy little touch for 2015 is that,
where a caravan or motorhome has an
intruder alarm fitted, the awning light
now displays a flashing red LED to show
when it is armed.
Front parallel seating continues to
dominate in all Swift’s touring caravans
apart from two twin axle, six berth models
- the Sprite Quattro EW and the Challenger/
Eccles SE 630/Coral, which have ‘L’ shaped
front lounges. All models carry Swift’s 10
year bodyshell integrity guarantee.
Other news across Swift’s touring products
is as follows:

MOTORHOMES
New Rio
The range launches with two 6.4 metre
models built on a special low-line chassis
from Fiat. The 320 two berth features a
side kitchen and washroom with a rear
parallel lounge. The 340 offers four seats
and berths, a front dinette and rear parallel
lounge with an electronically operated
drop down double bed.

Captain’s chair style seats and a large opening
roof light set off the Rio 340

These models have a full height GRP
tailgate that is top hinged with gas strut
assistance. Not only does this allow
unrestricted access into the vehicle, it
provides an instant canopy for weather
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The Rio’s opening tailgate provides easy access
and acts as a canopy

Escape
Swift’s popular entry level coachbuilt range
gets a microwave oven as standard and
will gain a new layout for the NEC Show
in February. The 622 will have two berths
and a rear lounge. The optional comfort
pack for Escape models now includes
winter items with wastewater tank heaters
and under-floor pipe insulation. The 662
layout is dropped leaving the range at
six models.
Esprit/Bessacarr 400 series
Introduced last year to replace the
Sundance, all Esprit and Bessacarr models
have the same number of seat belts as
berths, as denoted by the last digit of
the model number. There are two new
layouts for 2015.
The 424 has a drop down bed, front
travelling dinette and a rear transverse
washroom. The 494 has a front travelling
dinette with a transverse fixed island bed
at the rear - a completely new layout for a
Swift Group Motorhome. For 2015 the 484
gets an elevating electric bed with garage
storage beneath. The 444 and 464 layouts
are discontinued.
Autocruise
These van conversion models are based
on the Peugeot Boxer as standard or the
Fiat Ducato, if an automatic gearbox option
is selected. The new cab is metallic silver
with matching bumpers and LED daytime

LAUNCH PAD
running lights. Inside, the cab seats have an
integrated headrest, and provide improved
comfort. All 2014 layouts continue into
2015 and will be joined by a new Chorus
model in February. Built on an extra long
wheel base, the Chorus will offer a front
dinette with forward facing seats, centre
shower and a rear double bed.
Bolero
Following on from the success of the Kontiki
Black Edition models launched last year,
the Bolero range gets the same treatment
for 2015. As a result Bolero models now
have a black metallic cab with matching
bumpers and an enhanced specification,

CARAVANS
Sprite
Swift’s best selling range of touring
vans gains a digital, programmable
controller for the Truma Combi heating,
LED spotlights and the Duvalay Duvalite
mattress on fixed bed models.
The range remains at eight models for
2015, including two twin axle caravans.
The Major 4 with its ‘U’ shaped dinette
is dropped in favour of a new four
berth model, the Major 4 SB. This has a
transverse island fixed bed and full end
washroom.
Challenger/Sterling Eccles Sport
Sport models now come with the 8 Series
Dometic fridge that was previously fitted
just to the SE and higher models. It has
a removable freezer compartment for
maximum versatility.

Text & Photos: Terry Owen

been discontinued for 2015.
The six model line up includes a new
layout, the 714SB, which features four seats
and berths with fixed twin beds and an
end washroom.

The new Fiat Ducato cab on the new Black
Edition Bolero

which includes a BBQ point and 60 watt
solar panel. The upgrade means that the
Bessacarr 500 variants of this range have
The Sterling Eccles Sport 524 is added
to complement the existing Challenger
Sport 524, whilst the 544 and 636 models
are discontinued.
Challenger/Eccles SE
SE models nudge even further upmarket
with high gloss upper locker doors,
dimmable LED spotlights and the new
Alde 3020 boiler with improved operating
functions.
The range now comprises no less than
nine models in each trim, including the
new 640, a four berth twin axle van with
a rear island bed.
Conqueror/Sterling Elite
Following the success of the new
Elegance and Continental models (see
below) all Sterling Elite models have been
discontinued and the Conqueror range
slimmed to three best selling models -

Kontiki
The ‘Black Edition’ treatment of the Kontiki range for 2014 was so successful it
sold-out at its first showing, requiring
more production to be added. Also two
new single axle low-line models were
introduced mid season – the 625 and 635,
bringing the range up to five models.

the 480, 570 and 645.
Elegance/Continental
Featuring Swift’s SMART HT construction,
which eliminates all wood products from
the bodyshell, sales of these upmarket,
high tech, models have been strong since
their launch in February. In recognition
of this, three popular four berth layouts
have been added to the range for 2015,
bringing the total number of layouts
to seven.
The 530 has a side dinette and full
width end washroom, whilst the 565
has twin fixed beds and a full width end
washroom. The four berth 630 layout
from the Conqueror retains its fixed
double bed and end washroom but the
fridge-freezer moves to the nearside,
allowing the front parallel seats to be
significantly longer.

The
spaciousness
of the 530
layout is now
available in
Elegance and
Continental
models

The redesign of
the 630 layout
has resulted
in
much
longer front
bunk s than
previously. This
is the Sterling
Continental
630

The Elegance
565 with
the
new
‘Aralie Sen’
woodgrain,
which has
a high gloss
finish on the
upper locker
doors

The new 630
layout

www.caravancruise.ie
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TOW CAR REVIEW

A tow car for all seasons Opel Insignia Country
Tourer tested

no concerns about towing this caravan,
and there’s no doubt the Insignia Country
Tourer could pull caravans with much
heavier MTPLM than the Orion’s 1249kg.
It certainly wasn’t overly challenged with
this particular combination, executing
hill starts, and uphill reversing on gravel
surfaces without a hint of drama. Equally
it felt very stable on the motorway, even
when going past heavy trucks.
I had been achieving around 6.2l/100km
(45.5MPG) fuel consumption when
running the car by itself. That fell to around
8.9l/100km (31.7MPG) with the caravan
hooked up, which on a highly unscientific
basis of comparing to other cars I’ve tested
with this caravan, is less of a drop than
most. Indicating again its suitability as a
tow car.

M

y opportunity to test the Opel Insignia Country
Tourer as a tow car was rather unplanned.
Collecting the car for a general review, Laura,
the Opel PR lady pointed out one of the highlight
features of the car - the factory fitted tow bar.
So naturally a review to check out its towing capabilities was on the
agenda using our trusty resident Bailey Orion 440-4 caravan.
The Country Tourer is a slightly raised (by 20mm) all-wheel-drive
version of Opel’s Insignia Estate, giving it a measure of off-road
capabilities and an enhanced towing capacity of 2.1 tonnes.
Visually it gets external body cladding around the wheel arches
plus front and rear silver skid plates. It also gets unique 18” alloys,
but unlike many cars on bigger rims, the added wheel travel
means low profile tyres aren’t necessitated, meaning ride quality
is not impacted. Overall it’s a stylish looking car, more so than the
regular Insignia, and one that consistently turned heads during
my week with it.

The Insignia Country Tourer has other strengths in the field also,
namely a capacious boot that can easily accommodate all the
belongings you need for going on holidays. The cabin too is a
more pleasant place thanks to the recent mid-life facelift the
Insignia received, with a useful and intuitive 8” colour touchscreen
incorporating satnav, while a second display in the instrument
cluster provides lots of useful driving information.
You will need mirror extenders when towing; one of the few
gripes I have with this car are the wing mirrors which create an
unnecessary blind spot thanks to their sloping design.
That aside though, the Opel Insignia Country Tourer is pretty much
the ideal tow car for pulling all but the heaviest caravans. Stylish,
practical, economical and with the security of 4WD, it ticks just
about every requirement a tow car driver might have.

On that fitted tow bar, it’s one of the neatest I’ve ever come across.
Just reach underneath and pull a handle under the bumper, and
the hitch drops down and locks into position. To conceal, just
pull the handle again, and push the tow bar back into its holding
position. The 13 pin electric socket - ideal for the caravan - is neatly
located in the tow bar arm itself, while the unit also comes with
trailer stability programme, just the job for towing a caravan. At
€880 there are cheaper units, but I’d certainly recommend it.
A 2.0 litre CDTi diesel engine develops 163PS and 350Nm of torque,
yet returns a quoted combined cycle fuel consumption figure of
4.3l/100km (65.6MPG). CO2 emissions are 147g/km. Another useful
feature is FlexRide, Opel’s fully adaptable chassis control system
that adapts to the driving situation and allows you to choose from
three distinct driving modes. Sport, for a hands-on agile feel, Tour
for a softer, ride and Normal, which is somewhere between the
two. I found the Sport setting to offer the best driving feel with
nicely weighted steering and responsive throttle, whereas there
was a little too much body roll in the other modes.
With the car having only recently been launched, figures haven’t
yet been provided for how it matches up to the Bailey Orion, but
comparing a 2WD Insignia with similar power, it came out at a
72% match, well within the 85% recommended towing limit. So
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Opel Insignia Country Tourer Spec Check
Price as tested

€42,310 (starts from €37,995)

Engine

2.0 CDTi

Power

163 PS

Torque

350 Nm @ 1750-2500rpm

0-100 km/h

10.9 seconds

Top Speed

205 km/h

CO2 Emissions / Tax Band

147 g/km / C

Text & Photos: Cathal Doyle - cathal@fleet.ie

Park Review 2

Wild Atlantic Camp the perfect base Wild
when visiting North West Donegal Atlantic
Camp

U

pon leaving Letterkenny to
head north on the N56 to
Dunfanaghy, about halfway
through the beautiful Donegal
countryside two giant cut stone pillars
stand tall on either side of the road. They
reminded me of the entrance to Petra
in Jordan that leads into this amazing
historical site.
Beyond the pillars which once held up
a bridge that carried passengers on the
Londonderry and Lough Swilly Railway
is Creeslough on the foot of Muckish
Mountain. The great balladeer Percy French
made the market town famous with his
song “Cutting the corn around Creeslough
today.” More recently local singer, Bridie
Gallagher was known all over the country
during the show-band era.
Looking to the future, the latest development
in Creeslough is the Wild Atlantic Camp
facility in the heart of the town. Sitting
snugly behind the log cabin bar, the site is
a redeveloped 9-hole Pitch & Putt course,
inherited by Lorcan Roarty from his parents.
By taking away two holes from the front of
the site to the rear, this opened up space
for the placing of 12 campervan/caravan
pitches, an Astroturf pitch, children’s
playground and visitor facilities. Just
behind the line of mature trees in the
middle of the field are five wooden pods
that accommodate 4 people (or more!)
in proper beds. Up to 20 tent spaces are
provided also, with prices ranging from
€25 per night for the campervan/caravan
pitch, €40/€50 for the wooden pod and
€10 to pitch a tent overnight. For €60 per
hour, parties can hire the 4G Astroturf pitch
plus coach. Further sporting entertainment
can be availed of on the 9 hold Pitch & Putt
course with rates for adults at €6.50 and for
kids at €4.50 which includes clubs and tees
with a €1 deposit on the golf balls.

such as Duntally Nature Reserve, Ards Forest
Park, Doe Castle, Marble Hill beach plus
the biggest attraction around, Glenveagh
National Park.
Run by husband and wife, Manus & Yvonne
Friel, the couple are pleased with the positive
reaction to the new start-up business and
will continue to improve the facility to meet
customer requirements. Yvonne admitted
that there are some elements that need
some final touch-ups but in the main,
what has been done is well done. Both are
particularly pleased with the bookings for
the glamping pods. "They’re warm, well
furnished with cushions and rugs and we
look after changing the soft brushed cotton
bedding and towels for each visitor," said
Yvonne. "Some are wheelchair accessible
with others for couples only," she added.
In the camper’s kitchen and den, there is
place for visitors to sit and eat, the plan is
to have this facility open beyond 9pm so
that TV/DVDs can be watched, and Wi-Fi
used, etc.
Yvonne also pointed out that the site is
ultra eco-friendly as rainwater is harvested
and reused. Thankfully, the weather was
good during our stay. In most pleasant
surroundings, spending some time here is
a great way to recharge the batteries.

Address: Creeslough
County Donegal
Tel: +353 (0)74 9138400
Email: hello@wildatlanticcamp.com
Web: www.wildatlanticcamp.com
Twitter: @wildatlanticn56
Facebook:
Facebook.com/wildatlanticcamp

HOW TO FIND:
Located in the heart of Creeslough
village, North West Donegal,
from Letterkenny take N56 main
road (the Wild Atlantic Way route)
signposted for Dunfanaghy. After
25 km you will enter Creeslough
village.
Upon entering the 50 km speed
limit zone in the village the first
commercial premises, 100 metres
on, is Lafftery’s Filling Station and
Supermarket which is on your left
hand side. Wild Atlantic Camp is
clearly signposted opposite.
Number of Pitches:
12 campervan/caravan pitches, 5
wooden pods and up to 20 tent
spaces

On site also is the Coffee Pod, Red Roof
Corner Café and nearby Roses Bar, also
owned by Lorcan. For those who wish to
explore the scenery, a number of interesting
locations are within a stone’s throw away
Text & Photos: Jarlath Sweeney - jarlath@fleet.ie
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WATERWAYS 1

The Falkirk Wheel, the vital link in
Scotland’s canal system

Falkirk Canal Basin

I

was in Edinburgh recently for a
project partners meeting on an
EU backed inter regional project
named “Weastflows” which
focussed on the development of better
freight transport links through North
West Europe, when the opportunity
came up to visit the Falkirk Wheel. This
extraordinary structure restores the link
between Scotland’s Union and Forth and
Clyde Canals and enables boats to sail
from the heart of Edinburgh to the heart
of Glasgow and much further afield. But
it is more than that, its construction has
been a key part of a major Government
initiative to restore all of the country’s
canal system to use and develop their
leisure potential.
In the late 1990’s, British Waterways
Scotland - now renamed Scottish Canalsled an ambitious scheme to restore and
re-open these once proud industrial
canals to create a ‘corridor of opportunity’
across Scotland’s central belt. Known as
the Millennium Link, the project now gives
a coast to coast connection linking the
rivers Forth and Clyde. Further than that
it has been the stimulus for the further
development of Scotland’s other canals,
the Crinan Canal taking boats out of the
relatively calm waters of the Firth of Clyde
to the West Coast and Western Isles, and
the Caledonian Canal linking Fort William
at the head of Loch Linnhe with Inverness
on the North-East coast.

The prime aim of the Millennium Link
has been to encourage new canal side
investment. Within a decade of opening,
Scottish Canals says that the rejuvenated
route has acted as a catalyst to over GBP
400 million of retail, commercial and
housing development - plus fast growing
leisure facilities on and alongside both
the Union Canal which links Edinburgh
with Falkirk and the Forth and Clyde
Canal. This canal, unlike the Union Canal
runs from coast to coast. It commences
at Grangemouth, always a significant
industrial town and now home to major oil
refineries and Scotland’s major container
shipping port, and joins the River Clyde
near Old Kilpatrick, well west of Glasgow’s
suburbs. At Old Kilpatrick the GlasgowLoch Lomond Cycleway runs along the
last miles of the canal before branching
off inland to Loch Lomond. At the canal’s
closest point to Glasgow, there is a 4 km.
branch taking boats through to Port
Dundas close to the city centre. Glasgow
to Grangemouth was the original “Great
Canal” and was completed in 1777 offering
the city of Glasgow a direct connection
to the North Sea and opening up trade
with the Baltic, Scandinavia and the Low
Countries. The route from Glasgow to
the Clyde was completed in 1790 and
the waterway took on its present name.
Thirty two years later in 1822 the Union
Canal linking Falkirk to Edinburgh was
completed. This 51km long canal was
built all on one level and no locks were
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needed. Boats and barges navigating
the Forth and Clyde Canal and headed
for Edinburgh were raised 34 metres to
join the Union Canal by a flight of eleven
locks at Camelon, close to Falkirk.
As was the case elsewhere in these islands,
the development of railways and roads
proved to be stiff competition for the
canal owners and operators on them and
traffic volumes became minimal. In 1963
the Forth and Clyde Canal was closed
and the A80 Glasgow to Stirling road was
built crossing it at low level. The Union
Canal closed two years later, severed by a
Motorway. When the engineers arrived in
1999 to refurbish the two derelict canals,
they were met by a route obstructed in
thirty two places by in filled bridges or
pipelines. These all had to be removed
while most of the locks, bridges and
aqueducts needed repair work. At Wester
Halles in Edinburgh, a new 1.7km length
of the Union Canal had to be cut as the
original route had long since been infilled.
In Glasgow’s suburbs, three buried Forth
and Clyde locks were unearthed and
restored while eight new ones were built
near Falkirk. The budget for the work
was in excess of one hundred million
euro and over 700 were required in the
building crew.
Of all sections of the restoration the
Falkirk Wheel is the iconic piece of
apparatus. Not only is it the first boatlift

WATERWAYS 1
of its type anywhere, but its
combination of engineering
ingenuity and architectural
imagination is a show
stopper and it is, of course,
Scotland’s most unusual
tourist attraction. Annual
visitor numbers to the
Wheel and its visitor centre
now exceed half a million,
while the number of boats
using the lift is also steadily
growing.
The Wheel lifts boats 25
metres from canal basin to
canal basin. A boat headed
for Edinburgh sails into a
gondola which is filled with
500 tonnes of canal water.
The back wall of the gondola
is raised to enclose the boat and water on
which it is floating and the wheel starts to
turn lifting the gondola. As it does so the
gondola at the top of the wheel begins its
descent. The weight of water and boats
in each gondola is perfectly matched so
that very little energy is consumed in the
lift/drop. On reaching the top, the front
door of the gondola is dropped allowing
the boat to leave and to proceed.
Being on board a boat for the lift is an
astonishingly calm experience but, leaving
the top of the wheel is not the end of the
story. The builders had to cut a tunnel
running under the Edinburgh to Glasgow
Railway line and the Antoine Wall. This
wall marked the extreme northern end
of the Roman Empire and its construction
had been ordered by Emperor Antonius
Pius in AD 142. It runs 60Km. basically
along the line of the Forth and Clyde
Canal.

The Falkirk Wheel and Visitor Centre

Falkirk Wheel Moving

Speaking to a representative of Scottish
Canals while at the Falkirk Wheel he told
me of their expectation that today’s
2000 new canal side homes will spiral
towards an estimated 14,000, part of
GBP2 billion along the canal route by
2020. The existing maze of fibre optic
cabling beneath the towpaths could grow
exponentially and innovative surface
drainage schemes, feeding into the canals,
increase the sustainability of waterside
developments.
Interestingly there was no sign at Falkirk
of any activity there by any of the
international cruiser hire companies. Le
Boat, owners of Emerald Star, does have a
base at Laggan on the Caledonian Canal,
so others may follow.
www.caravancruise.ie

37

WATERWAYS 2

Cruise Stops
Merger on the Shannon
In a cost reduction move Carrickcraft and Waveline Cruisers will
be merging for the 2015 season. The combined fleet of 125 boats
will be based at Carrickcraft’s existing marina bases at Carrickon-Shannon and Banagher on the Shannon and at Bellanaleck
on Lough Erne.
Sven and Anita Neubert of Waveline have already moved back
to Germany and will run the German speaking booking office
for the whole group. They hope to attract significant additional
business, from Germany, Switzerland and Austria. John Morton,
Managing Director of Carrickcraft said: “Consolidation will help
us to reduce some costs while maintaining and improving the
customer experience.”

Kinsale Marina achieves top award
The Kinsale Harbour Marina has been awarded five star
accreditation by the International Yacht Harbour Association.
Kinsale has evolved from a Medieval fishing port and claims
to be “The Cruising Hub of Ireland”. Visiting yachts use it as an
ideal location to start and finish their cruises along the South
West Coast of Ireland. It is 120 nautical miles from Wales and 240
nautical miles from the major French Sailing centres.
Dublin Bay Cruises expands
Following a successful first season Dublin Bay Cruises now
operates a number of different cruises each day with collection
and drop off points in Dun Laoghaire, Howth and Dublin City
Centre. The City base is on Sir John Rogerson’s Quay beside the
Samuel Beckett Bridge giving visitors the opportunity to see
the Port’s activities at close quarters and go beneath the East
Link Toll Bridge.

Lough Neagh report published
The Northern Ireland Assembly has published a development
report for Lough Neagh. At its launch Agriculture Minister, Michelle
O’Neill said: “An effective development of Lough Neagh presents
real opportunities for rural tourism and economic progress in its
surrounding areas and, indeed, beyond. I want to exploit these
opportunities to the full”. Proposals have already been made
for a cross-Border initiative to restore the canal linking Lough
Neagh with the Shannon-Erne Navigation allowing boats from
there to access the North Coast through Lough Neagh and the
River Bann.
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Royal Canal Path opened
The Royal Canal Path, recently opened by Minister Varadkar,
opens up 2.5 km of walking and cycle way along the towpath of
the Royal Canal heading west from the Twelfth Lock at Ashtown.
This €2 million project is a link in the planned Dublin to Galway
coast-to-coast Greenway and is the third section to be completed.
There is already a section close to the Dublin Convention Centre
and a 25km stretch between Mullingar to the County Meath
border. Significant further progress is expected in 2015.

Foodie Attractions at Lough Derg
Lough Derg Lakelands group has come together to offer a series
of food based events at locations around the lake shore running
over the summer months. The event includes participation by
the six country markets operating at lakeside locations. More
details of each event can be found on the group’s Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/ATasteofLoughDerg.
Rosslare - St. Nazaire - Gijon back on schedule
LD Lines has re-opened its Rosslare to St. Nazaire ferry service
with the vessel going on the Spanish Port of Gijon. The company
had originally launched a weekly sailing ex-Rosslare in January
this year but found it operationally difficult so that present
indications are that the service will operate on a summer season
only basis.
Commenting on the new service Gary Andrews of LD Lines said:
"The reaction from our tourist passengers has been fantastic with
many compliments received. Our customers seem to like how
clean the ship is, the quality of food, (we have sourced a lot of
products in Ireland for the Rosslare trips), and the friendliness
of the crew.” Most sailings to and from Rosslare have been very
busy with passengers, cars and motorhomes. Freight traffic has
been slower to build.

LD Lines' Norman Atlantic
Text: Howard Knott - howard@fleet.ie

WATERWAYS 3 - COMMENT

Joined up thinking required to
achieve tourism objectives

L

ast year’s Tourism 'Big Idea'
was 'The Gathering', something
that was hugely successful
and which spread valuable
business to all corners of the country.
The 2014 'Big Idea' is, undoubtedly, the
establishment of the Wild Atlantic Way.
This is a driving route running along the
western coastline all the way from Mizen
to Malin. Failte Ireland and its overseas
marketing arm, Tourism Ireland has
invested substantial money and effort
into this project, together with local
interests all along the way. The project
will, undoubtedly, be a huge success,
bringing tourists to spots well off the
motorway network to stop and to stay
before driving further along the way.
However, link this in with what Failte
Ireland is doing in the village of Baltimore,
in West Cork and with reports coming
through from two other organisations
in the last month and it appears that
when large organisations get down to
the local action level, there are serious
disconnections in the thinking. In June,
Agriculture & Marine Minister Coveney
hosted a major conference focussed
on the work that has been done on his
and the Department’s 'Harvesting our
Ocean wealth' initiative. The fundamental
principle here is that the waters around
Ireland and waterways within Ireland,
which together, add up to 90% of Irish
territory, are very much under exploited,
whether for fishing and other aquaculture,
commercial shipping, tourism/leisure or
other uses. From the tourism/leisure side,
the working groups involved sought to
set out a pathway to better and safer
exploitation of Ireland’s waters.
Meanwhile, David Lovegrove, President of
the Irish Sailing Association, the umbrella
body for many of the water leisure based
groups and clubs, is completing an
extensive study of why the numbers of
people engaging in sailing has dropped
so significantly over the last number
of years. It has become clear from the
first results of the study that it is not
simply a matter that the recession cut the
disposable income of potential boat users
so badly, there is more to it, much to do
with access to training and the facilities
around the coast.

From where I'm sitting Howard Knott

One of the ways in which Government,
through the Department of Transport,
Tourism & Sport has been seeking to
address some of these issues has been in
distributing capital grants to sailing clubs,
and the 2014 allocation of a €500,000 sum
was announced in early July. The grants
have been spread among sixteen clubs
spread from Malahide, south to Tralee
with individual grants ranging from
€9,000 to €78,000.
All of this sits very badly with the decision
by Failte Ireland to put the old railway
station in Baltimore up for sale. This
building had, for many years, been the
main centre of activities for the Glenans
Irish Sailing Club and was owned by
Cork-Kerry Tourism. When that body
was absorbed into Failte Ireland, the
ownership of the building went with
it. The Glenans organisation has, over
the years, built up a huge reputation for
rigorous training of people of all ages
in sailing and learning to understand
and love the sea. The project started in
1947 in Brittany, which remains the heart
of the organisation, but the Baltimore
base was an important arm of Glenans.
More recently a second Irish base was
established in Clew Bay and that has been
the stimulus to further develop water
sports in Mayo.

with a drop off in numbers using the
Irish facilities caused a shutdown of
operations here. However, the Glenans
formula was seen by a number of people
involved as being too valuable to let go
and the Baltimore Marine Centre/Glenans
sail training and maritime education
group was established with a view to
carrying on and further developing
the training activities there. Looked at
objectively, Baltimore is the ideal location
with potential to build on its existing
infrastructure of boat building, training,
environmental studies to become a
significant water activity area.
And it is right at the start of the Wild
Atlantic Way.
Failte Ireland appears to feel that it
needs the money that the sale of the
Maritime Centre might bring, but, given
the apparent commitment from so many
bodies to the development of water
based tourism and leisure; this seems to
be strange budgetary allocation within
the tourism promotion body. Surely it is
not too late to rescue this vital piece in
the jigsaw of pieces necessary to develop
a thriving water sports activity in West
Cork and further afield? Surely, it is just
what those bodies, the Departments of
Marine and Tourism and the ISA need to
achieve their stated objectives?

Over the last couple of years there were
changes in Glenans and the way in which
it operates in France and this, combined
www.caravancruise.ie
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TOURING ABROAD 1

Road trip from Torino to Pescara
Pisa

O

ne major
j di
discovery while
hil
on our tour across middle
Italy in the Fiat Ducato Laika
campervan is that Irish
Caravan Parks and Campsites offer good
value. From visiting various sites from
Pisa to Florence and Pescara, staying
there is expensive. Granted the Italian
sites do offer swimming pools and of
course brilliant sunshine, spaces are
generally tighter in the pitches not
forgetting about the mosquitoes that
desire the taste of foreign blood.
Our 900 kilometre journey began in Turin
where we collected the all-new Fiat Ducato
Laika Ecovip 309 from Fiat Professional.
Thanks to the excellent public relations
team based there, we were privileged to
be the first in the world to try out the sixth
generation Ducato. (See cover story for
full details). We were accompanied by our
Norwegian friends, the Eriksens, Torbjörn
and his daughter Minnie (8) and son Charlie
(6) in an A-Class Elnagh Magnum 30g which
uses the Fiat Ducato drivetrain.

Af
i 350 kkms mostly
l along
l
h
After covering
the
Italian Autostrada network we arrived at
Torre Pendente centrally located in the
heart of Pisa. A member of the Elite Club
Vacanza Camping Villages in Italy, the site
was just off the motorway on the Via delle
Cascine with the Natural Park of S. Rossore
close by. The big advantage here was its
closeness to the main tourist attraction,
the Leaning Tower of Pisa which was a
mere 10 minute walk away. Open from
April to November all the required facilities
are here such as sanitary and hygienic
installations, EV plug-in, water intake
and discharge, bar, pizzeria, restaurant,
shop, etc. To keep our boys (8 and 5)
and the Eriksens entertained there was
a fine swimming pool with waterslide,
children’s playground and table tennis.
Bikes were available to hire where nearby
tennis courts and horse-riding could be
availed of, or even a trip to the seaside 10
kilometres away.
Grass surfaced (narrow) pitches with gravel
pathways and lanes were a feature of not

Florence
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just here but the other sites visited too.
Another similarity is that visitors pay on
exiting the tree-lined sheltered venue
rather than upon entry as is the Irish way.
Fees amounted to €57 for the two adults
(€10 each) with €6 charged for each child.
For the campervan it was rated at €15 with
€5 for a very poor WiFi service. Then there
was the €1 per head Italian tourism tax.
Chalets are available to rent for periods
on site. With Pisa Airport’s flying path
overhead and its rail service in the next
field together with the buzzing of the
mosquitoes and high temperatures, a
seamless 8 hour sleep was not enjoyed.
On departure we were given a discount
card which offered up to 25% off stays
at Elite Club Vacanza Camping Village
locations in Italy.
The next stop-off point was Firenze
(Florence), also a member of the Elite
Club. Situated more towards the centre
of Tuscany, to the Northwest of Pisa, we
got misled upon arriving at Camping

TOURING ABROAD 1
Pescara

Michaelangelo as it is now closed to
campervans/motorhomes – tents only.
This is due to the difficulty in entering and
exiting the site on a severely busy road.
On the other side of the historic city is a
brand new site, Camping Firenze – Area
di Sosta. Just off the Viale G Dalla Chiesa,
it is a touch remote, requiring a 10 minute
walk to a bus stop to the city and another
5 to the local Conad supermarket. A return
bus ride costs €14 for two adults and four
children. It costs €20 (per four) in a taxi
to the town centre. Again, another busy
spot but as the facility was much bigger in
acreage, there was more space around the
parking areas. Although modern, Camping
Firenze is extremely basic with camper
service, shower and toilet-blocks, laundry
and WiFi provided. There was no pool
or playground, so really it was purely an
overnight halt. Pity. Near the entrance was
a mobile diner trailer offering Italian dishes
along with burgers and chips, etc.
Payment was on exit which on this occasion
did not hit the pocket too hard, €40 for the
four of us, all in. But then, there was little
on offer here but glorious sunshine and
yet another train line nearby!

Heavy traffic westwards along the
motorway lengthened our run to Pescara,
(helped in no small way by continuous
road works). This Eurocamping seaside
resort looked impressive on its website
and was chosen in favour of others in that
respect. Again the site was well built up
with campervans, caravans and tents. Staff
was friendly and multilingual. We had to
park outside the barrier on the main road
until acceptance which like the others
entailed the handing over of all passports
until departure. On this occasion we were
charged €39.50 - €8 per adult, €5.50 each
for the kids and €12.50 for the unit. Each
visitor gets a wristband which must be
worn at all times. This daily tariff entails
parking and EV connection for one vehicle,
use of toilets/showers and swimming
pools (large and paddle) plus mini-club
entertainments. A well stocked shop, bar
and restaurant are also on-site.
At the back end of the site, which included
a huge playground, volleyball, tennis
and basketball courts, football pitch and
Ecogym. Chalets were also available to
rent from €224 per week to a whopping
€1,200 plus daily service charges and
tourist tax. Visitors are even charged to
enter. Such is the vastness of this site that

Text & Photos: Jarlath Sweeney - jarlath@fleet.ie

it contains almost 500 campervan pitches.
Remarkably, there was no toilet paper,
liquid soap or even hot water to wash the
dishes at this venue. Clothes horses are
provided to dry the washes. Across the
Via Lungomare Trieste road, the waves of
Italy’s majestic western coastline crashed
up on the rocks but still safe enough to
swim in the Adriatic Sea. Fortunately there
were less mosquitoes to annoy us, even
though temperatures were in the high
30s, shelter from the trees alongside the
pitches were appreciated. Judging by the
set up of many of the visitors here, long
term stays are the norm here. Ours was
just for over 24 hours before we regretfully
had to head back to the Fiat Ducato Laika
to Fiat Professional in Rome.
Memorable journey ended but with further
appreciation for what we have here in
Ireland. Worth noting too that motoring
in Italy is an expensive business with diesel
costing €1.62 per litre and high road toll
charges, which in our case amounted
to almost €50 for the Autostrada used.
Time for our Tourist Boards to direct
more marketing spend on attracting
overseas mobile leisure visitors to our
shores, particularly on the newly created
Wild Atlantic Way project.

www.caravancruise.ie
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Keel Sandybanks

Carra

Caravan & Camping Park

Caravan &
Camping
Park

Keel, Achill Island, Co. Mayo.
Ideal base for a relaxing break. Located
on a 3 mile blue flag beach. Pubs, shops,
restaurants all within walking distance.

Belcarra,
Castlebar, Co. Mayo.
Mobile Homes - Apartments
Season Pitches - Caravan Storage

www.belleekpark.com

Tel: 098 43211
Web: www.achillcamping.com
Email: info@achillcamping.com
Open 17 April to 8 September

Carrowkeel
Camping & Caravan Park
Ballyvary
Castlebar
Co. Mayo

www.carrowkeelpark.ie
mail@carrowkeelpark.ie
Tel: 094-9031 264

Faranoo, Ballina, Co. Mayo
T. 096 71533
E. stay@belleekpark.com

DERRYLAHAN HOSTEL/CAMPSITE
Derrylahan, Kilcar,Co. Donegal.

• Secluded / Hard Stands
• Shops / Pubs (200m)
• Traditional Sessions “Flukies” Fridays
• Castlebar (8km)
• Campervans €15
• GPS N53o 47.965’ W9o12.957’

Tel: +353 (0) 94 9032054
Web: www.horsedrawncaravan.com

EVERTHING CARAVAN
“Granite Manor”
Tubberneering Upper,
Clogh, Gorey, Co. Wexford, Ireland

Tel: 074 97 38079
E-mail: derrylahan@eircom.net
Web: http://homepage.eircom.net~derrylahan/
GPS: N 540 38’ 07” W 080 37’ 29”

For a relaxing holiday in the heart of Co. Mayo.
Ideally located for touring, walking, cycling & fishing
Clubhouse with regular music sessions
(in high season)

Tel. office 0539383056
10.am- 5.pm seven days a week.
Contact Joe on 0872442898
Contact Hannah on 087 6824745.
Email: hmfarrell@gmail.com

Mountain Climbing, Hill Walking, Beaches
and much more for your enjoyment.

Glengarriff

Lavelle’s

Caravan Park

Caravan & Camping Park

Castletownbare Road,
Glengarriff, Co. Cork.

Tel: 087 7464058 / 027 63154
e-mail: glengarriffccp@gmail.com
The ideal base for touring West Cork and Kerry. If offers
a wealth of outdoor pursuits which take full advantage
of the surrounding mountains, forests and magnificent
harbour. We also have our on-site bar where you can
enjoy regular music and continous craic.

OPEN: 17 March - 31 October

Golden Strand, Dugort,
Achill, Co.Mayo
Phone: 086 231 4596

Open April – October
• Beside Mayo’s Finest Blue Flag Beach
• Scenic Walks, Fishing & Restaurant
• Family Friendly
• Childrens Play Area
Pre bookings advised to avoid disappointment

MOAT FARM

SPIDDAL MOBILE HOME PARK

Caravan & Camping Park
Donard,
D
Do
onard
naard,
n
rd, County
rd
Co
C
oun
nty
ty W
Wicklow.
icckl
k ow
ow.
ICC/Fáilte Ireland Award 2009
Best Maintained Park
Tel. 045 404727 Fax: 045 404727
e-mail: moatfarmdonard@gmail.com
• TRANQUIL RURAL SETTING
• ONE MINUTE STROLL FROM VILLAGE
• IDEAL FOR RELAXING OR BASE FOR TOURING
• WELCOMING AND UNSPOILED BY INTRUSIVE
COMMERCIALISATION
• EASY REACH OF DUBLIN & ROSSLARE
Little Gem for the discerning Caravaner & Camper

Why not buy a quality mobile home on a fully serviced
family run park.
• Rural setting • Security gates • Open all year
Great location – 1 mile from Spiddal village and only 10 miles west
of Galway city. Enjoy ¿shing, sailing, gol¿ng, cycling or walking
whenever you wish.

Spiddal, Co. Galway.
Tel: 00 353 (91)553372 or 00 353 (87)7607698
e-mail: paircsaoire@gmail.com
www.spiddalmobilehomes.ie

Large selection of Touring Caravan’s for sale. We stock 2, 4,
5, and 6 berth caravans. All caravans comes fully serviced
and every customer will be shown everything working.

Clonagh, Maynooth, Co. Kildare, Ireland.
• Sales and Service
• Insurance approved workshop
• Motorhome/Caravan bodywork
repair specialists.
• Approved Repair Agents Motor
home equipment.
• Habitation checks carried out
and certificate supplied.

• Gas system leak/pressure testing
service provided.
• Leisure Shop
• DOE testing also available.
• Agents in Ireland for Polyplastic
Seitz, Dometic, Plastafoam
Windows, Whale, Propex &
Reimo.

We carry a large selection of Exterior lights for
all makes and models.

Gerard Percival - Mobile 086 834 4328
Patrick Smullen - Mobile 087 241 9532
Tel: 01 627 5740 Fax: 01 627 2014

www.maynoothmotorhomes.ie

BOOK REVIEWS

Philip’s Navigator
Camping & Caravanning
Atlas of Britain
ISBN: 9781849072279 - £19.99

R

eading Matters with a difference
here – map reading that is with
Philip’s Navigator Camping &
Caravanning Atlas of Britain. While
Satellite Navigation systems seems
to have taken over this role of getting
from A-to-B, there is nothing like
having a detailed layout of roads and
intersections on your lap when on tour,
to be sure, to be sure.
What Philip’s Navigator informs you is
a line-up of over 3,000 caravan parks

Driving back in
time to discover
WWI History
ISBN: 978-0-9566781-9-5 - £9.99
Available from
www.vicariousbooks.co.uk

A

s the World War I 100 th
Anniversary commemorations
continue, what better way to
mark that time in history with a road
trip across Northern Europe with the
help of a new informative booklet
from Vicarious Books titled ‘Road Trip
Europe – The Great War and More.’ The
tour detailed within its 50 pages takes
in five cities, four countries and visits
two World War sites. As the broad map
outlines the tour can be followed as a
circular or linear route from France to

Sea View
Camping Wales
ISBN 978-0-9566781-8-8
Published by www.vicariousbooks.co.uk £9.99
ales has enjoyed a long close
relationship with Ireland for
thousands of years through
its shared Celtic traditions and for more
than a century in a sporting context
through rugby. Ever thought of heading
east to our near neighbours to try out
any one of 112 sea view campsites
dotted around the Welsh coastline? If
that’s the plan best start with a read of
the new guide from Vicarious called
Sea View Camping Wales, which is a
follow up on the Scottish title review

W

Text: Jarlath Sweeney - jarlath@fleet.ie

plus more than 8,000
restricted bridges that
are clearly marked,
which is a great
advantage.
Published in association
with The Camping &
Caravanning Club, it is
the first ever road atlass
e
aimed at the mobile
at
leisure motorist and what
is also noteworthy is not all
ed
sites featured are approved
by the Club. Sites are identified by
category and the bridge information en
route includes gross weight limits, width
dimensions, speed limits and the locations
of the speed cameras are also listed.
he
Germany beginning at the
Port of Calais heading
towards Luxemburg
to the southeast on
to Bruges, north east
of the aforementioned
French harbour. This
longer journey covers
almost 1200 km passing
through cities and townss
m
such as Lille, Belgium
h
and Kortrijk (which
al
hosts major commercial
s).
vehicles exhibitions).
roi
Passing near Charleroi
air
(made famous by Ryanair
hile
as its Brussels hub) while
further on beyond Luxemburg is the
hilly scenic region of Trier (on the
German Border). The Moselle Valley is
situated there while further north to
the east is the Eifel National Park with
the Valkenburg (NL) site further up the

last time. From north
of Wrexham to west
of Swansea practically
every cove and inlet
has a site to stay and
explore.
Sea views are guaranteed
e
along each shore site
0
pitched along the 870
miles featured. Forr
er
swimmers and other
re
water activities, there are
ag
no less than 33 Blue Flag
ere
beaches. Remarkably, there
een
is no facility listed between
Swansea and Newport in the southern
part of the country heading towards the
English Border.

Th
This spiral bound
(w
(with maps scaled to
1.5 miles to 1 inch)
A2 sized atlas covers
e
ever y thing from
1
100 indexed townccentre maps to a
detailed 6-page
route planning
section. In using
the alpha-numeric
grid based on the
National grid
grid, the atlas can be used
with GPS systems. A perfect marriage
of tried and tested route planning with
today’s technology!

A44. All worth stopping off
and visiting. Irish tourists
will have to make a special
stop at Mesen (north of Lille)
to ssee the island of Ireland
Pea
Peace Park with its 34mm
hi
high round tower built
fro
from salvaged stone.
EEven reading through
it
its booklet brings one
b
back in time to when the
battlements were created
by Defence Forces. Full
details of car parking
areas, campsites and
motorhom
motorhome stopovers are listed
as well as driving directions and GPS coordinates for all destinations. Numerous
maps and photographs help to set the
scene and encourage one to learn more
about our history in real time.

This booklet sticks to the usual
well laid out format with How
to U
Use information outlined
first
rs before getting into the
nu
numbered listings which
co
contain rates per night and
ac
actual site photographs.
A
Author Andy Clarke has
ccarried out another
aaccomplished job here
in putting together the
details which includes
local attractions and the
sites web link. At the back
pages there
the is an A to Z Index and
Campsite Submission Forms. All angles
well covered.
www.caravancruise.ie
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TECHNICAL

How changes to the Astra satellites are
impacting viewing TV when abroad

I

f you’re into satellite TV you may have heard that recent
changes to the satellites serving the UK and Ireland have
adversely affected reception of UK channels in many parts
of mainland Europe. The expat communities in Spain and
Portugal have been particularly badly hit.

On the plus side reception in some parts of the UK has improved.
These include the South East of England, the north eastern coast
of East Anglia, the North East of Scotland and the Shetland Isles. It
should now be possible to receive a good signal throughout the
UK and Ireland on a dish no larger than 45 cm.

The satellites involved are in a cluster, situated at 28.2 degrees
east of south and known as Astra 2. They carry the UK’s domestic
channels such as BBC, ITV, and Channel 4 etc., along with the many
channels broadcast by Sky.
In February 2012 one of these satellites, Astra 2D, began to fail and
was temporarily replaced by Astra 1N. This more powerful satellite
was destined for 19.2 degrees east but hastily brought into service
at 28.2 degrees. As a result it became possible to receive the UK’s
domestic channels with a 60 cm dish as far south as Madrid and
as far east as Munich.
However all that changed in early February 2014 when the channels
were switched to their permanent home on the newly launched
Astra 2E satellite. This has a transponder much more tightly focussed
on the UK and Ireland than ever previously.
Astra says the new footprint has been designed to meet the
requirements of UK and Irish broadcasters who hold broadcasting
rights only for the UK and Ireland and not for other countries.
As a result of the move to the so called ‘UK spot beam’ it is now
difficult to receive BBC, ITV, Channels 4 & 5 etc. much beyond
northern France, Belgium and western Holland. A large dish (80
cm+) can help but may not be practical for touring. One of the
problems is that the beam’s cut off is quite sharp and, once outside
it, even a big dish will be of little use.
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Astra’s UK (above), and pan-European (top of next page) spot beams. The
dark blue areas show where reception is possible with a 45cm dish. The sharp
cut off to the north west is where the elevation of the satellite falls below 10
degrees

Not all channels were moved to the new UK spot beam. Sky’s own
channels were transferred to a pan European transponder, which
covers much of Western Europe. A small number of UK channels
were already on a similar UK spot beam operating from Astra 2F,
also at 28.2 degrees east. These include BBC and ITV HD channels
and some standard definition ITV regional channels.

TECHNICAL
added to Northern Ireland’s terrestrial Freeview platform. (However
they can only be picked up by receivers with an HD capability,
despite the fact that the channels are not currently broadcast in
HD from NI’s transmitters.)
Channels RTE 1, RTE 2, RTE Junior, TV3, 3e and TG 4 are available
from Astra 2 but only as part of a Sky Ireland subscription package.
Because the channels are now broadcast on the UK spot beam they
are difficult or impossible to receive in most of mainland Europe.

So, what are the options if you’re heading off to mainland Europe
with your caravan or motorhome?

For those without a Sky package, Irish channels are now becoming
available on the new Saorsat service. This uses the Eutelsat satellite
at 9 degrees east of south and a beam that is tightly focussed on
the Republic of Ireland. Reception requires a dish of at least 80 cm
fitted with a Ka band LNB. A number of Irish radio stations are also
available on Saorsat. Outside the Republic, reception has been
reported in Northern Ireland and south western parts of England
and Wales but that’s about it.

Receiving English language channels in mainland Europe
If you don’t have a Sky subscription (or maybe you don’t want to
take your Sky Box with you), it is still possible to receive English
language channels in Europe. Many channels are broadcast in the
clear, meaning you can pick them up on any free to air satellite
receiver. Examples include Arise News, CNN, EuroNews, Horse &
Country TV, Information TV and countless movie and shopping
channels. (Information TV carries the Caravan and Motorhome
channels.)
It’s also worth noting that BBC World news is available from Astra 1
at 19.2 degrees east, as is the BBC’s World Service channel.
If you really don’t want to miss your favourite soaps and have a
reasonably fast internet connection (minimum 2Mps for standard
definition) then you can use a service such as FilmOn to watch TV
on your laptop. This streams UK and other channels live across the
internet. There is no charge for standard definition but you will have
to put up with some additional adverts. Subscribe to the HD service
for £10 per month and the extra ads will disappear.
Unlike the BBC’s iPlayer, which will not serve IP addresses outside
the UK, FilmOn doesn’t mind where in the world you are. However, if
you opt to use the internet, you will need to keep a close eye on data
usage as streaming video positively eats data, especially in HD.
Receiving Irish channels outside the Republic

Broadcasting rights mean that the ROI’s channels are designed to
be received only in the Republic although some have recently been

Approximate footprint of the Saorsat service

RTÉ Player, RTÉ’s on-demand video service allows viewers to watch
its programmes up to 7 or 21 days after they are broadcast. There
is also small amount of live TV. The international service differs
from that available in Ireland showing only limited content, such
as the Six One news or Nationwide and a selection of the in house
produced content.
Just like the BBC’s iPlayer, the RTÉ Player is also available as an App
for smartphones and tablets but functionality abroad is limited.
There are ways around this but they are beyond the scope of this
article.

Dunmore East Holiday Park

County
Waterford,
Ireland

Ireland's newest purpose built holiday park catering for caravans and motorhomes.
This Holiday Park is set in over 5 acres of a breathtaking meadow, surrounded by woodland
overlooking the village, coves and 18 hole championship golf course of Dunmore East.
Mobile Home Sites
Now Available

Text: Terry Owen

www.dunmoreholiday.ie

for bookings contact:
00 353 87 7022566

www.caravancruise.ie
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CARAVANNING

Bailey’s Unicorn Cadiz stylish comfort for two

B

ailey’s Unicorn 2 range is one of those novelties,
a caravan that you could identify even without its
graphics. The large front window that extends well
into the roof, and the absence of a gas storage locker
behind the drawbar give it a unique appearance. Like all current
Bailey products, it features the Bristol firm’s Alu-Tech GRP clad
construction. The eight model Unicorn 2 range, all named after
Spanish cities, starts with the two-berth 6.4m Seville, ending
with three different layouts of the 7.9m, four-berth, twin-axle
variant. The Cadiz model tested is a single axle 7.3m model,
featuring the increasingly popular sleeping layout of two
fixed single beds ahead of a full-width end washroom. Other
versions have fixed doubles, mounted either transversely or
longitudinally. The other two beds are in the front lounge,
and can be arranged as either two singles, for youngsters
up to 1.6m or as an easily assembled transverse double of
approximately 1.8m x 1.4m.
A walk around the Cadiz reveals its key external features. Starting
at the front, you’ll discover AL-KO’s AKS 3004 stabiliser hitch
and the indicator for its ATC stability control. With no gas locker
at the front, each corner is home to a useful isolated external
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locker. On the left front are the external gas barbecue and 240V
electrical points, then beyond the centrally located door, with
split stable-door function, is the battery box with EHU and TV
aerial sockets, which can be locked with the cables in place. The
alloy wheels and premium tyres from Michelin are protected by
the mixed blessing that is the AL-KO wheel lock, effective but
requiring the wheel to be rotated just so. Next is access to the
left hand under-bed locker, very spacious but with limited height
as it’s also home to the internally accessed dining table.
At the rear is the unusually located access hatch for the Thetford
toilet cassette and flushing water filling point, a good location
as long as you remember not to set up too close to any physical
pitch boundary, like a hedge. On the right side are the twin grey
water outlets and the clean water inlet, and one of the ranges
key features, the central gas storage locker. This has room for
two bottles, plus other bits such as the EHU and TV cable, both
25m. The idea, of course, is to keep weight away from the hitch. I
originally set the caravan up with the cables, cleaning fluids and
the assorted wheel changing hardware in the front corner lockers,
but was surprised to find the nose weight was getting close to
even my Land Rover Freelander’s generous 150kg limit. A bit of

CARAVANNING

rearrangement saw the weight back into double figures. By the
way, if the nominal 154kg payload is an issue, for example with
a motor mover fitted, it seems you are longer able to upgrade
the MTPLM from 1,498kg to 1,600kg, a £62 paper exercise on
the previous model.
Stepping inside, you enter the central kitchen, where the
effect of that gas bottle locker is apparent by the semi-circular
fronted cupboard beneath the sink area. Between the sink and
the bedroom wall are the work top and glass topped dual-fuel
hob, three gas rings and one electric. Beneath them are the
Dometic 103 litre fridge with removal freezer compartment
and the Thetford Caprice cooker. The Samsung microwave is
located behind you, at eye level between door and bedroom.
It would benefit from a proper door lock as at the end of the
first journey, it was open but fortunately, the glass turntable was
still intact thanks to some precautionary packing. Probably the
most eye-catching part of the kitchen area is the glitzy mirrored
wine locker.
The whole interior is light and airy, with three good sized roof
lights and, of course, that trademark extended front window.
Some have commented that the window robs the Cadiz of storage
space, but to be honest, two people would struggle to fill the roof
level space available, and if they did, it would be well overweight.
The lounge area is trimmed with the less flamboyant Rossini trim,
a £199 option, with its beige and red colours. The wood trim is

Text & Photos: Colin Barnett

conventional
enough, with
its cream lower
strips and chrome
handles, although
the wood surround,
that extends from the
bottom of that large main
front window all the way to
the rear of the front skylight, is
less so. The front corner spaces
feature the quality JVC radio/CD on
the left and an analogue clock on the
right. Our only criticism of the living area is the proximity of the
sink to the upholstery and the risk of splashing with dishwater.
Two points for the standard Avtex 18.5” flat screen TV/DVD player
are supplied, one on the large front shelf and the other above
the cabinet to the right of the door.
A lightweight tambour door panel leads into the bedroom,
where there is yet more high-level storage and a few oddments
shelves. The left hand bed is 1.96m long, 125mm longer than its
partner. Bailey offers a matching bedding package for £203, but
careful shopping at specialist stores sourced the full complement
needed for less than half that sum. At the rear of the bedroom, a
domestic type door opens into the washroom. Facing the door
is the wash basin and cabinet, next to the swivelling toilet. The
shower lives in a circular cubicle, which doesn’t quite maximise
the space available but is adequate for most needs, while the
opposite corner features a wardrobe with a lift-up flap in the
base giving access to a laundry bag. The wash-room is finished
off with a heated towel rail, part of the Alde radiator heating
system, as quiet and efficient in operation as Bailey’s water pump
is noisy and unrefined.
The current Bailey Unicorn II Cadiz provides extremely pleasant
accommodation, particularly for a more mature couple who
enjoy their creature comforts. Just keep an eye on the loading
and you’re unlikely to be disappointed.

www.caravancruise.ie

47

PRODUCT REVIEW 2

Cover at the push of a button thanks to Dometic

ut with the old and in with the new. The opportunity
to replace the original awning fitted to our Ford
Transit Dethleffs motorhome with a new supportleg free Dometic Premium Awning was too good
to miss. What’s even better is that it is operational by remote
control and even monitors wind speed to prevent the awning
from damage. Just the job! And to further add to the higher
comfort levels, Dometic provided full wraparound front
and side panels that not only ensure shelter from whatever
weather conditions prevail but offer an additional room for
the motorhome users.

O

took some time by Donaghey’s technical team as it was so well
bonded on its original fitting. Brackets had to be prised from
the outer side panel with caution as not to cause any damage.
The 4.7m Dometic Premium RTA 20 DC on the other hand was
mounted differently, with one long narrow section secured to the
side and inside for the awning to slot into place. A cut off switch
was also fitted to disengage the automatic wind sensor element (if
required). Demonstrating the fitting of the sides and front panel
took some time on its inaugural showing, as various arms and
legs have to be put into place to secure the white/grey tarpaulin
in place. “Practice will make perfect,” stated John.

Supplied by Gap Leisure Ireland, exclusive agents for Dometic in
Ireland through Dometic Group UK and fitted by one of its two
authorised Irish agents, Donaghey Motorhomes, Letterkenny (the
other being Anchor Point, Ennis, County Clare), the latest version
of the Dometic Premium Awning offers all the benefits of the
traditional wall-mounted awnings. The most notable difference
however being the absence of sometimes inconvenient support
legs, so that the full area in front of the vehicle can be used. There
is no need to wind it manually, and no need for time-consuming
tying down and anchoring either. A reliable sensor keeps an eye
on the wind speed and retracts the awning automatically to
prevent the awning from damage, while the soft closure function,
which guarantees smooth and gentle closing of the top cover
of the awning housing, also prevents damage. The top cover
also integrates a cleaning brush that keeps dirt out to protect
the awning mechanics, with Back Impulse function tightening
the awning cloth after being extended, which ensures smooth
operation and effective sun protection.

However, it does take two people and a step ladder or two to
successfully install this beneficial weather protection section and
the additional useful space it provides.
The Dometic Premium RTA 20 DC is now available at Dometic’s
Agents. Costing €1,800 ex-fitting + VAT, it can be considered an
investment, adding value to the motorhome or panel van it is
fitted to for years to come.

When the awning is to be used for a longer time the sensorcontrolled automatic retracting system can be disabled. In this
case Dometic recommends securing the awning with the newly
developed Dometic WeatherKit, which reliably ties the awning
down to make a stylish and practical sunshade.
Interestingly, this leg-less Dometic Premium Awning (RTA 20 DC)
is also suitable for the majority of panel vans (even with curved
roof edges). This roof-top installation can be fitted neatly on van
types such as the Fiat Professional/PSA trio of Ducato, Peugeot
Boxer/Citroën Relay, Volkswagen Transporter (TS) and the Ford
Transit. “It can be also fitted to many other vehicles where side
wall mounting used to be difficult or impossible,” explained Alan
Diamond, Marketing Manager, Dometic Group. “Special installation
rails and matching adaptors guarantee a firm hold and a perfect
finish,” he added.
Dislodging the old Ommistor awning from the Ford Dethleffs
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MOBILE HOMING

The art of transporting (im)mobile homes
Ever wonder how mobile homes arrive on site? Paul White explores this
specialised and complex field of transportation.
The transportation of mobile homes and
accommodation units, such as complete
knockdown houses, Portacabins, and
kit builds is a section of the transport
industry that requires not only specialist
skills, it also requires special equipment.
The cost of buying the special equipment
can deter operators, because the dedicated
trailers cannot be used for other general
transport work which reduces the potential
earning possibilities for the operator. In
addition moving mobiles is a slow and time
consuming business which can suffer from
extreme peaks and troughs dependent on
weather and seasonal demand.

J

ust why they are called mobile
homes when they are anything
but, we’re really not sure. However
there was a time when holiday
homes were mobile, and could be moved
without too much difficulty. How they
became so immobile is to some degree
a mystery. It is generally assumed that
in the beginning of time a caravan was
left somewhere in a field and effectively
took root. As it was no longer required to
be towed by a road going car it could be
added to, and so its size increased. This
process has continued from the small
early mobiles measuring around 8’ wide

to today’s top-end units like Pemberton’s
Knightsbridge, with dimensions of 42’ x
14’. And there are some accommodation
units that even exceed the Knightsbridge’s
impressive dimensions.

In Ireland the regulations which define the
dimensions of transport vehicles are to be
found in the ‘Road Traffic (Construction &
Use of Vehicles) Regulations 2003. Although
this is a long and detailed text we are
mainly concerned with the section covering
the standard and maximum permissible
dimensions.

The ever increasing size of mobiles is having
a knock on effect in a number of areas.
These include the physical transportation
of units, and the locating of the unit once
it arrives on site. What should also not be
forgotten is a possible loss of revenue for
site owners, who may lose out if larger units
mean fewer pitches, and fewer pitches
mean fewer paying tenants.

The standard dimensions of a regular
articulated truck pulling a trailer on the
roads of Ireland are 16.5 metres long, 2.5
metres wide and around 4.0 metres high.
Although the maximum permissible height
for any vehicle in Ireland is 4.65 metres,
not all operators transport loads this high.
All length measurements are taken as
being from the front bumper of the truck,
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to the rear bumper trailer, and the width
dimensions are from side to side excluding
the mirror arms and mirrors. While the
trucks may appear large and can have an
imposing presence, in reality they are not
much wider than a large van such as a
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter van which is 2.4
metres wide including the mirrors.
Because the maximum vehicle width is
2.50 metres, and the maximum trailer
length is 13.6 metres, almost all mobile
homes are deemed oversized for transport
by conventional transport units. Once
classed as an oversized load a different
set of regulations apply. This is where the
transport of such loads in Ireland can get
complicated. When moving oversized loads,
permission to transport must be obtained
from each Local Authority and County
Council the vehicle will pass through on
its journey. For the heavier or exceptional
loads it is not uncommon to have other
State and semi-State bodies involved, for
example the ESB or Irish Rail.
All very complicated and beginning to
seem like a bad idea that would be better
left alone - however all is not lost as there
can be alternative solutions.
Notably, An Garda Síochana can grant
permission without the Councils being
involved. The Statutory Instrument No. 147
of 2009, Road Traffic (Permits for Specialised
Vehicles) Regulations, 2009 allows a permit
system to be administered by An Garda
Síochana for the movement of oversized
loads. The criteria is that the loads must
not exceed 27.4m in length and 4.3m in
width. One small note is that regardless of
length or width, the height cannot exceed
4.65m and the weight cannot exceed the
maximum limits for the transport vehicle.

In reality neither of these stipulations cause
any difficulty for mobile home movements
as mobiles are rarely that high or that heavy
when compared with normal transport
loads of up to 46 tonnes.
While all this sounds like the perfect solution,
it’s not the complete answer to mobile home
transporter operator’s need. Unfortunately
the Garda Permit System only applies to
designated roads. Designated roads are
primarily the major interurban routes. As
an example it is possible to go from Dublin
to Rosslare then across to Waterford and
on to Cork, though not to West Cork. The
system is primarily designed to facilitate
industrial use rather than leisure. The text
for the regulation states “Any deviations
from the Schedule of Designated Roads
in the Regulations require independent
authorisation from the Local Authority
concerned and or Minister for Transport.”
So while there may not be an issue
transporting a unit to the nearest town to
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your site, getting what may be a short final
distance from the town to your site could
require a great deal of paperwork.
We spoke to Richard Sargent of Richard
Sargent & Sons Gorey, County Wexford.
Richard specialises in the transport of
mobile homes and accommodation units.
The company operates throughout Ireland
and has handled loads up to 17’ wide; it also
transports to and from the UK for clients on
both sides of the Irish Sea. Richard noted
some of the problems that arise because
structures have almost doubled in size from
the time he first began in the business.
He explained that many of the parks are
very old and access to the sites from the
roadways can be a problem. As units have
become larger they have also become
heavier, and manoeuvring the larger units
into place on sites can be a problem. Also
the increased weight of the mobile can
create a separate issue, particularly if the
ground is soft. Other problems can arise as
parks mature, with trees and foliage creating

MOBILE HOMING
additional problems over time.
So what does all this mean for the private
customer looking to transport a mobile
home? In Ireland most mobiles are bought
delivered or with the seller arranging
transport. In this case there is no difficulty
as the transport agreement is between the
seller and the transporter. However if you
are dealing privately, either as the buyer or
seller and you are arranging transport, then
the situation changes.
As the contracting party you need to ensure
(in so far as possible) that the transport
operator you engage has a transport licence,
the correct equipment and expertise. All
vehicles including trailers must be roadworthy,
and all equipment used including winches,
cables, straps, and chains must be in good
repair. Because the volume of work in this
area is quite small and it demands dedicated
equipment, there are not too many companies
operating in the sector, something that makes
it relatively easy to check out references.
Arguably the most important factor to check is
that the transport company is properly insured
to transport your mobile. This has nothing to
do with the insurance disc displayed in the
vehicle windscreen, as that simply relates to
driving cover as with any motor vehicle. In
this case we are looking for ‘goods in transit’
insurance, where, in the unfortunate case of
your mobile falling off the trailer, or simply
being damaged during the transport the
hauler is adequately covered to compensate
for these incidents, and has suitable public
liability cover in place.
We asked Richard what people could do to
help ensure safe transport of their mobile. He
suggests “making sure all doors and windows
are secured, a window coming open while
traveling can cause a lot of damage.” This
applies to internal and external doors, and
includes the doors of domestic appliances. If
you use a reputable company they will ensure
the unit is secured for transport. They will
also make sure all is in order regarding what
permits and authorisations are required. They
will have a good knowledge of the delivery
site, or will conduct a site survey to highlight
any potential problems. The opposite to this is
someone with a truck that can manage and is
cheap. This is fine until something goes wrong
on site or on the public road. Either way these
problems are at best not easy or cheap to fix,
and at worst can be catastrophic.

structures that have served perfectly well for
years can begin to give under the stresses,
and this is where the professional help
becomes invaluable. Their advice from the
start can prevent costly mistakes and damage
from occurring. When these transports are
completed in a professional manner by an
experienced team with the right equipment
- it appears simple and effortless.
It is important to ensure a few things before
beginning. Hire a respected company with a
good track record, and check out references
of previous work. Do not rely simply on
insurance documents - contact the broker or
underwriters directly to ensure the policies
are currently valid and there is sufficient
cover. Agree exactly who is responsible for
each aspect of the move and agree a time
schedule for the various stages. Clarify details
for connection and disconnection of utilities,
and importantly agree payment terms.
Do whatever you can to minimise delays by
removing exterior attachments, awnings,
skirting and fittings. Clear around the area

to get better access so you can check the
condition of the underside. Make sure
there are no loose boards or members
that may become detached when on the
road. Remember also that depending on
dimensions the mobile may travel at 60-80
Kp/h on the public roads. Although it is
ultimately the driver’s responsibility to ensure
the load is safe to travel, it does no harm for
you to check your own property.
From start to finish it is advisable to document
each stage of the move by photographing
the work in progress. This record could be
invaluable in supporting a claim for damages
if something went wrong, either during the
move or a fault that was discovered at a
later stage. It provides clear unambiguous
proof that can save a great deal of time and
argument.
There is really only one way to move a mobile
- and it is to do it right. The prospect of doing
it cheap and getting it wrong is really not an
option worth considering.

It must be remembered that many mobile
units have been in one place for prolonged
periods of time. When the time comes to
disconnect and move (or disturb) them,
Text: Paul White - paul@fleet.ie
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TOURING ABROAD 2

My experience on a Campervan abroad

F

rom Kilcar, County Donegal, Mary
Clare O’Donnell is a 14 year old
student with a flair for writing.
Two years ago Caravan Cruise
Ireland featured her experience at the
Westport Music Festival. Recently Mary
Clare travelled across Europe with her
parents in their family campervan and
she now shares this experience as they
toured France, Switzerland, Germany and
the Netherlands.

Carantec
On the first section of our trip, my family
and I took the Irish Ferries Oscar Wilde
from Rosslare to Roscoff. The ferry is a
very relaxing and a luxurious way to travel
from different countries. The ferry is also
exciting for young children and teenagers
because it can be made part of the holiday
as there are games rooms, restaurants, and
entertainment shows in the lounge areas
which the whole family can take part in. We
slept in a cabin overnight but you can also
book seats to sleep on as a cheaper option.
We landed early in the morning at Roscoff
fully rested, which meant we had the whole
day to do different activities. We went to a
camp site in Carantec called Yelloh Village.
This facility is only 17km away from the Ferry
Terminal which makes it really easy for first
time holiday makers who might be anxious
about driving in Europe.
In this caravan park you can bring your
campervan, caravan, tent or stay in a chalet.
The chalet is very convenient if you just

Normandy

want to go abroad and also take your car.
This camp site has several different facilities
which cater for every age group, such as
extensive swimming pools, tennis courts,
basketball courts, mini golf, bars, restaurants
and take-aways. My most enjoyable part
of Yelloh Village was the swimming pools.
There was water slides, paddling pools
for small children, laned swimming pools
and jacuzzis for adults. Carantec is situated
beside the sea and there are many different
seafood restaurants in the locality, where
you can get ‘les fruits de mer’. Morlaix is
another village which is roughly 14km away
from Carantec. If you would like to do a little
touring around the area, Morlaix is really
convenient. You can travel there by car or
by bike and it is a lovely journey on its own.
We cycled to Morlaix on a road which was
not too busy which made the cycle safer
and more enjoyable. We stopped in a lovely
Creperie on our way and the experience
was very pleasant.
Once we arrived in Morlaix we walked around
the village, taking in our surroundings. The
houses on the narrow, medieval streets
were very contrasting. Each story of the
half-timbered houses with decorative wood
carvings was stacked a little further out
onto the street than the other below. This
was because the residents wanted to avoid
as much house tax as possible. There are a
few different viaducts over the village which
are used for railway lines and main roads.
There were very fashionable shops on some
of these narrow streets with luxury items,
which were very expensive. In the centre of
the village there is a market with fruit and
vegetables being sold and other items such
as clothes and hand bags.

Mary Clare with
her mother Monica
in Morlaix

Normandy
We decided to go to Normandy to see the
vast beaches where the D-Day Landings
took place. While visiting the beaches,
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preparations for 70th anniversary of the
Allied Invasion on the beaches of Northern
France in 1944 were taking place. Many
American, British, Canadian and French
troops in army vehicles were travelling
around this location. We toured around the
different beaches and it was much more
interesting than the first time I was here
because I understood a little more of the
history here. We met a few Veterans who
survived World War II as they shared their
story with different Army groups. Some
people who had an interest in the D-Day
Landings or had a military background
wore uniforms of that period.
The ladies also dressed in attire that was
fashionable at that time. We decided to stay
at Les Castels, a little Campervan Park in
the picturesque countryside of Normandy.
There were few facilities on site but it only
cost €5 per night. This was a different
camping experience because the site was
located in the middle of a farm. We were
surrounded by fields full of horses, donkeys
and hens. The next day we went to the
American Cemetery where thousands of
white crosses stood uniformly displayed,
marking the names of those who died
during the D-Day Landings. This Memorial
garden was immaculately cared for and
it pays tribute to those who died. Huge
preparations were taking place here for
the 70th anniversary ceremony, the various
events broadcast on the world’s media.
Paris
On our first night in Paris, we stayed in a
campsite on the outskirts of the city called
Jablines. This site is adjacent to an adventure
centre with water sports on a lake, mountain
bike tracks, loads of table tennis and tennis
courts which are also available to the public,
as are the golf courses.
The second day we went into Paris itself to
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Switzerland

Eiffel Tower

Germany
Text & Photos: Mary Clare O'Donnell
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MOTORHOMING 3

Living the luxury life with Hymer B698

E

ver since Erwin Hymer created his first motorhome
in 1961, the German brand has set the standards for
others to follow. Hymer quality is everlasting and in
the motorhome business this is good to know. When
the vehicle does eventually come into the used market, residuals
remain high due to the superior build quality and top materials
used.
From new, a fully integral motorhome such as the B698 does not
come cheap. So what do you get for this €127,000, 4 berth unit?
Quite a bit really. For a start the Hymer built body on an AL-KO frame
mated to the Fiat Professional Ducato drivetrain is about the best
in the marketplace. Then there’s all the extra bits and pieces to add
to the driving and living pleasure.
The 698 is the top of the range model of Hymer B-Klasse in the 5
and 6 series with aerodynamic front and square sides and rear end.
Maximum interior space is provided within the 7.50m and 2.35m
wide right hand drive unit. Power to the front wheels is the Fiat
3.0 litre Multijet II 180 bhp diesel with 6-speed manual, although a
6-speed ComfortMatic auto shift is available. On a brief test drive
around Letterkenny, the Fiat Hymer pulled extremely well, especially
on that long climb southwards out of the Donegal capital. It held
80 kp/h at 2000 rpm into 5th gear all the way up the long drag. This
was done twice to be sure, to be sure! At cruise speed 100 kp/h
was achieved comfortably in 6th at 2000 rpm.
Continuing on the driving impression, all round visibility was good
with the exterior mirrors doing their job. Would be advisable to have
a reversing camera fitted though. Manoeuvrability was surprisingly
easy, which is a big advantage for a vehicle of this size. Just be
careful of the tail swing from the overhang! At 2.35 metres wide, it
shares dimensions similar to a truck, so car licence holders need time
and practice to get used to its bulk. Its overall Gross Vehicle Weight
comes in under 3500 kg but the suspension has been upgraded to
4500 kg and now features longer travel front springs.
Behind the two front swivel seats is the L-shaped lounge with
spacious kitchen arena located on both sides as the cooking area is
separated from the sink/preparation area. Plenty of nicely designed
and finished drawers together with a drinks glasses cabinet enhance
the quality feel all round. To the rear is the main accommodation
section with centre island bed with shower and toilet separated
and placed each side of the centre aisle which can be partitioned
off with a sliding door.
Forgot to mention that there is a hydraulic pull down bed over the
driver and passenger’s section. And to close off the sun or for night
privacy, an electric shutter comes down at the windscreen. Make
sure that this is rolled up fully, as if not it shakes and rattles like hell!
Another point of note is to fully disengage the
handbrake, as it tends to stop two-thirds of the way
down. Full air conditioning in the cab, cruise control,
CD player, ABS/ASR, and twin airbags will keep the
front seaters satisfied, while those laboured with
the other ‘chores’ will appreciate the 3 ring hob,
grill, oven, blow air heating, etc.

and leisure. For the price, well thanks to our Government’s high
VRT rating, it is sadly beyond
the reach of the majority of
buyers, but if in the market,
make your way to Donaghey’s
of Letterkenny post haste!

From head to tail, this Fiat Ducato Hymer B698 is
well designed and constructed with plenty of space
everywhere for the four occupants for travelling
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CLARE KERRY
Shorter Crossing... Longer Memories!

Save time and money. With scheduled daily sailings between Killimer and
Tarbert, enjoy the many delights of the Shannon Estuary on this 20 minute trip
...with so much to see and do!

Book Online
www.shannonferries.com
or call 065 9053124

Treasure Your Family Time!
Lough Key
Caravan & Campsite
with a 50 Berth
Marina
A landscaped Caravan and Camping Park at Lough Key is set
within mixed woodland and provides pitches for 50 caravans
with a separate area for tents.
A 50 Berth Marina linked to the Shannon Erne Waterway
Both of the above are placed close to the Visitor Centre
which encompasses:
*Adventure Play Kingdom *Boda Borg *Lakeside Café *Old
Servant Tunnels *Tree Canopy Walk *Moylurg Tower * Bike
Hire *Woodland & Historical Trails * Gift & Confectionary Shop
Lough Key Forest Park, Boyle, Co Roscommon
(N4—Dublin to Sligo Road)
Tel: 071 9662212 / 071 9673122
Email: info@loughkey.ie Visit: www.loughkey.ie
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HERITAGE

Best Family Visitor
Attraction

FAMILY FUN

CAMPING

ADVENTURE

Best Halloween
Event

Westport House, Co. Mayo | +353 (0)98 27766
info@westporthouse.ie | www.westporthouse.ie

GET YOUR NEW
MOTORHOME
FROM US.

Our motorhomes are transported not driven!

GREAT SAVINGS ON FAMILY MOTORHOMES
As a family owned and run business we greatly appreciate our customers both old and new. We are the largest
motorhome dealer in Ireland, due to great aftersales service and great prices. We have over 100 motorhomes in stock at
any time. We are the only Hymer fully accredited franchise in Ireland. We are agents for Swift, also franchise holders
for Dethleffs, TEC and Carado. We use motorhomes ourselves every weekend as we love the lifestyle.
Come talk to the experts.
Fully trained staff in our 12 bay workshop. All accessories available.

Visit our online parts shop at www.partsformotorhomes.com

OPENING HOURS:

• Mon-Fri 8.15 am to 5.30pm • Sat 10am to 5pm • Open most bank holidays

www.irishmotorhomes.com

Call: 00353 (0) 749 11 11 11 Email: info@irishmotorhomes.com

The place where everyone matters

